OBSERVATIONS ON
JEWISH COMMUNITY LIFE IN EASTERN UKRAINE
Report of a Visit
May 20 to June 1, 2003
This report reviews a visit by the writer to eastern Ukraine from May 20 to June 1,
2003. The cities visited include three of the five largest in Ukraine -- Kharkiv,
Dnipropetrovsk, and Donetsk.1 Other cities visited were Zaporizhya and Krivyy
Rig in the same region.2
Collectively, more than 100,000 Jews live in this area, a number larger than that
of the Jewish population living in Kyiv and the region surrounding the Ukrainian
capital. Although estimates of the size of the Jewish populations in these and
other Ukrainian cities
vary, many observers
believe that the Jewish
population of Dnipropetrovsk is between
30,000 and 35,000,
second in Ukraine only
to that of Kyiv (perhaps
70,000 to 80,000). The
Jewish population of
Kharkiv may number
25,000 to 30,000, and
that of Donetsk may be
14,000.
The Jewish
populations of Zaporizhya and Krivyy Rig
probably are between
7,000 and 8,000 each.

1

The capital city of Kyiv has the largest general population, estimated at 2.6 million. Kharkiv,
Dnipropetrovsk, and Donetsk rank second, third, and fourth with populations estimated at 1.5
million, 1.1 million, and 1.0 million respectively. Odesa, which the writer did not visit on this
journey, also has a population of about one million. The general populations of Zaporizhya and
Kriviy Rig are estimated at 875,000 and 715,000 respectively.
2

The writer also visited Kyiv for one day on June 2. Meetings held in that city are not recorded
in this report.
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The general population of Ukraine continues to decline, from approximately 53
million at the time of independence in 1991 to 47.8 million in mid-2003. Causes
of population loss are aging of the population, low fertility, high mortality,
significant substance abuse (alcohol, narcotics, tobacco), poor nutrition,
inadequate medical care, impoverishment, and environmental degradation. Fully
one percent of the Ukrainian population is believed to be HIV-positive. Life
expectancy of men and women is 62 and 73 years of age respectively.
The Jewish population in Ukraine is declining even more precipitously than the
general population. The “core” Jewish population, i.e., the number of individuals
who declare themselves as Jews to census takers, is reported by both the
Ukrainian government and academic specialists at Hebrew University in
Jerusalem to be slightly more than 100,000. The “extended” Jewish population,
i.e., core Jews as well as Jews who do not identify as Jews to census takers and
non-Jews related to Jews, is believed to be between 200,000 and 300,000.3 All
such individuals are eligible to immigrate to Israel under provisions of the Israeli
Law of Return.
Economic conditions in Ukraine are complex and appear to be deteriorating.
The gross domestic product of Ukraine was growing at an annual rate of between
five and six percent at the time of the writer’s visit.
However, observers
estimated that the middle and upper classes together constitute only about ten
percent of the entire Ukrainian population. According to Ukrainian government
statistics, about 50 percent of the population lives below the poverty line, a cohort
including most elderly people and many children. The average salary is about
$52 monthly, and the average household income is about $70 monthly. Real
unemployment in many large urban areas may be as high as 40 percent, and
fully 75 percent of the population derives a major portion of its income from a
“second” or “grey” economy. The dominance of the grey economy extracts a
major toll on rural and elderly populations, neither of whom have opportunities to
engage in secondary economy activity. A growth in inflation places a further
burden on pensioners and others dependent on fixed incomes.
The combination of an unusually harsh winter, a hot and dry spring, and an
invasion of locusts in spring of 2003 has created expectations of a 2003 grain
harvest 40 percent lower than that of 2004. One press account described “frantic
consumer hoarding [in late June] of flour, sugar and other basic foods amid fears
3

The estimate of 100,000+ Ukrainian Jews shows a steep decline from the last Soviet census in
1989, which listed a Ukrainian Jewish population of 487,000. The reasons for the decline are
well-known: an aging Jewish population (average age close to 60), high mortality rate, low fertility
rate, high assimilation, and massive emigration. The current intermarriage rate is believed to be
about 90 percent in Kyiv and many other larger Jewish population centers, and the emigration
rate over the last 12 years is estimated by some as 560,000, a number that includes members of
the extended Jewish population as well as core Jews.
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of shortages in Ukraine.”4 Consumers across Ukraine were further reported to
be “snapping up flour, buckwheat, sugar and pasta – sometimes intercepting it as
it is unloaded from trucks . . .”. Retail prices for flour were reported to have
doubled and prices for other basic staples to have risen “dramatically” in late
June. The Ukrainian government promised to release grain from state reserves
and to purchase food abroad in an effort to stabilize prices.
Politically, Ukraine is tense as politicians and commentators look to 2004 when
President Leonid Kuchma is required by law to step down after completing two
five-year terms in power. Speculation is rife that he will try to find some way of
extending his authority. Should retention of office be impossible, Mr. Kuchma
and his associates are actively engaged in preventing reformist candidates from
winning the presidential election. President Kuchma and the business elite enjoy
substantial, even overwhelming, financial and media resources as well as
support from Russia, which is apprehensive of any Ukrainian nationalism and
unpredictability that might emerge in a major change of government.
Freedom House, the respected American oversight organization, lowered
Ukraine’s status in 2003 from “Partly Free” to “Not Free.” Its report stated:
Freedom of the press [in Ukraine] declined under the continued weight of
political pressure and government censorship.
Article 34 of the
constitution, and a 1991 law on print media, guarantee freedom of
expression and the press, but journalists do not enjoy these rights in
practice. Official influence and de facto censorship are widespread. The
Administration issues regular instructions . . . to mass media outlets
directing the nature, theme, and substance of news reporting.5
Most observers believe that Mr. Kuchma will fail in attempts to extend his term of
office, but predict an ugly contest for succession. Opposition parties in Ukraine
have few legal rights and are poorly organized. The usually coarse political
scene is further complicated by conflicts and competition between rival
business/media clans based in different cities, particularly in Kyiv,
Dnipropetrovsk, and Donetsk.

4

Associated Press, June 30, 2003, as reported in Kyiv Post Daily, July 1, 2003 [online]. See
also Chicago Tribune, June 27, 2003.
5

Thomas Dine, “Free Press in Russia and Ukraine: A Key to Integration in Europe,” in Freedom
of the Press 2003 (New York: Freedom House, 2003), p. 150. The report cited the following as
characteristic of Ukrainian media: state censorship of television broadcasts, harassment and
disruption of independent media, and failure of authorities to investigate attacks against
journalists. Kyiv Post Daily, June 12, 2003, reported the stabbing of a journalist on June 11 in
Dnipropetrovsk, a key Ukrainian political center and stronghold of Kuchma support.
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Jewish community activity continues to expand, especially in areas under
rabbinic or Jewish Agency for Israel (Sochnut) purview. Two of the most
significant developments in mid-2003 have been the opening of the newly
renovated Choral Synagogue in Kharkiv6 and the transfer of responsibility for
formal Jewish education from the government of Israel to the Jewish Agency for
Israel.
The government of Israel established secular Jewish/Zionist day schools in
Jewish population centers in the post-Soviet states during the early 1990’s,
intending that such institutions build Jewish identity and encourage aliyah of
children and their families to Israel. After an initial period of confrontation with
day schools opened by the growing number of Orthodox (principally Hasidic)
rabbis in many of the same cities, the Israeli government Tsofia system
embraced many of the rabbinic-sponsored schools as well. The program was
operated jointly by Nativ7 and the Israeli Ministry of Education. By the late
1990’s, it provided assistance to 44 Jewish day schools and 180 Jewish Sunday
schools, enrolling approximately 11,000 and 10,000 pupils respectively. The
major form of assistance was compensation for 91 Israeli Hebrew-language and
Jewish studies teachers and provision of some teaching materials for the day
schools. Some aid also was provided to Sunday schools, whose teachers are
local residents.
Budgetary pressures limited expansion of the program,
rendering it unable to extend assistance to newer day schools later in the decade
and in 2000-2003; by 2003, 56 new Jewish day schools had opened their doors
in the post-Soviet states that is, a larger number than the established schools
receiving Israeli assistance. In 2003, the Ministry of Education announced that it
was unable to continue full funding for its existing post-Soviet program, now
called Hephzibah, and asked the Jewish Agency Department of Jewish
Zionist Education to join in its management and support. The Jewish Agency
agreed, eager to expand its existing post-Soviet education portfolio, which
included informal education and some work with preschools and post-secondary
institutions. Although the Ministry of Education will continue to compensate
teachers, the Jewish Agency will absorb management responsibilities, including
selection and training of teachers and other educators, curriculum development,
development of educational materials, programs and operations, and other tasks.
Individuals in eastern Ukraine with whom the writer spoke were enthusiastic
about transfer of the formal education portfolio to the Jewish Agency, perceiving
it better qualified to work with diaspora Jewish populations than the Ministry of
Education, whose primary responsibilities are within the State of Israel. Many
people, particularly those associated with newer schools currently not receiving
6

See pp. 38-41.

7

Originally known as Lishkat Hakesher (Liaison Bureau) or Lishka, this entity was created in
1952 to coordinate and manage Israel government operations in the then-Soviet Union. It is
attached to the Office of the Prime Minister, bypassing the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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assistance through the Hephzibah program, also were hopeful that Jewish
Agency participation in Hephzibah would lead to an infusion of additional funds,
some of which could be used to support Hebrew-language and Jewish studies
programs in these schools.8 Individuals with a broad community-wide view of
Jewish life in Ukraine also see benefits of consolidating most Jewish education
efforts under one system, generating synergies among various programs and
multiple use of existing (and new) education facilities.9
Expansion of its portfolio to include formal Jewish education further enhances the
image of the Jewish Agency, an agency perceived as dynamic and eager for
collaborative endeavors. At the same time, the future of Nativ is questioned. Its
role and presence are significantly diminished by the transfer of formal Jewish
education activity to the Jewish Agency.10
Although located in Kyiv, a project concerning Babi Yar has attracted
considerable attention across Ukraine, no less so in areas visited by the writer.
Several years ago the American Jewish Joint Distribution Community (JDC;
known in most areas of the post-Soviet-states as Joint) announced the
forthcoming development of a Jewish community center near the site of the Babi
Yar September 1941 massacre of Kyiv Jews.11 The new center, said Joint,
would feature cultural activities designed to show a Jewish renaissance in an
area associated previously with death and destruction of Jews; further, it would
accommodate new Holocaust research and education facilities. Opposition
emerged almost immediately, focusing on: (1) proximity of the proposed structure
to the remains of Holocaust victims; (2) insensitivity to the fact that non-Jews also
were murdered at Babi Yar, thus causing a potential community relations
problem; (3) intrusion of a new structure into the existing park-like setting
surrounding current monuments at Babi Yar; and (4) failure of JDC to involve
local Jews in substantive discussions about such a major project. The
8

It is unlikely that such funding will become available through the Jewish Agency in the near
future. Continued exclusion of newer day schools from Israeli funding may constitute a major
community relations problem for the Jewish Agency.
9

Among the many issues facing the emerging Jewish community in the post-Soviet states is a
serious lack of communal property in which to hold programs. Jewish day schools under
Nativ/Hephzibah auspices generally stood empty during weekends and holiday periods,
inaccessible to other community organizations seeking space for programs.
10

Nativ currently manages four Israeli consulates and Israel Cultural Centers in Ukraine, as well
as similar entities in Russia. The four Ukrainian consulates and ICC’s are located in Kyiv,
Dnipropetrovsk, Kharkiv, and Odesa. See pp. 33-34 and 58-59 for reports on these institutions in
Dnipropetrovsk and Kharkiv.
11

Approximately 33,000 Jews were shot at Babi Yar during 36 hours on September 29-30, 1941.
At least 100,000 people, the majority (perhaps 70,000) of whom were Jews, were killed there
during World War II. In all, approximately 1.85 million of the 2.5 million Jews living within the
borders of contemporary Ukraine in 1939 were killed by German forces and local collaborators
during the Holocaust. Germany invaded Ukraine in June 1941.
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controversy has escalated in recent months following the formation in April 2003
of a group of high-profile Kyiv intellectuals opposed to the community center;
their major objections appear to focus on Jewish ‘appropriation’ of a tragedy with
multiethnic aspects and perceived JDC arrogance in its consideration of the
issues involved.
Although local Jewish populations across Ukraine have established monuments
at local Holocaust sites, many also are concerned about development of
appropriate national Holocaust monuments in Kyiv, which is both the capital of
Ukraine and the location of Babi Yar, the largest Holocaust site in the country.
Jewish community leaders in eastern Ukraine with whom the writer spoke all
were familiar with the dispute in Kyiv. All favored a JDC withdrawal from its
original plans and a new orientation toward development of a dedicated
Holocaust research and educational center and a conventional Jewish
community center on separate sites elsewhere in Kyiv.12
Dnipropetrovsk
1. Founded in 1778 on the banks of the Dnipr River, Dnipropetrovsk was known
until 1926 as Ekaterinoslav in honor of Catherine II (Catherine the Great) whose
troops conquered the territory. As the Soviet Union consolidated its power in the
1920’s, place names associated with the tsarist period were changed to reflect
Communist control.13 Currently the third largest city in Ukraine, following Kyiv
and Kharkiv, the population of Dnipropetrovsk is about 1.1 million. It was a
closed city until mid-1990 due to its extensive military industry, particularly
Yuzhmash, an enormous installation manufacturing intercontinental ballistic
missiles, booster rockets, and related products. Historically, the city has been an
important source of leadership for the former Soviet Union and for post-Soviet
Ukraine. Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev, former Ukrainian Prime Minister Valery
Pustovoitenko, and current Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma all spent
significant portions of their careers in important leadership positions in the city.
Dnipropetrovsk presents contrasting and conflicting images to the visitor. On one
level, its politicians and businessmen continue to wield significant political power
in the country. Evidence of new prosperity is highly visible. New shops and new
12

Some individuals were strong in their condemnation of JDC, referring to the matter as a
“scandal” or predicting that “heads will roll” (within JDC). Several small Jewish community
centers exist in Kyiv, but none offers the comprehensive array of activities available in modern
American JCC’s. The absence of community sports facilities is cited frequently as a major
problem for the Kyiv Jewish community. The JCC planned for the Babi Yar site would not include
significant sports premises.
13

Grigoriy Ivanovich Petrovsky (1878-1958) was prominent local pre-revolutionary political
agitator, exile, and subsequent political figure. He is buried in the Kremlin wall in Moscow.
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upscale apartment buildings attest to the availability of discretionary income in
Dnipropetrovsk. Private vehicles clog the streets. However, Dnipropetrovsk is
located in the economic rustbelt area of Ukraine, much of its heavy industry base
obsolescent and many of its citizens unemployed. One indicator of its economic
distress is the reality that the rate of Jewish emigration from the city is among the
highest in the country.
2. Jews have lived in the area, part of the old Pale of Settlement, since the late
eighteenth century. By 1897, the Jewish population of Ekaterinoslav had
reached 41,240, more than one-third of the entire city at that time. Pogroms
occurred in 1881, 1882, and 1905; the last was the most devastating, killing 67
and wounding more than 100 people. Prior to the consolidation of Soviet
authority in the 1920s, the Jewish community was highly organized, maintaining
a diverse network of Jewish religious, educational, and cultural institutions. It
was an important center of both Zionism and the Chabad movement. A small
Karaite community had its own prayer house.
A decade after the demise of the Soviet Union, Dnipropetrovsk is once again an
important center of both Zionism and the Chabad movement. Its economic
circumstances, as noted, stimulate aliyah; however, the departure of local Jews
to Israel should not be viewed merely as a response to adverse local economic
conditions. The State of Israel has a strong image in the city, reflecting the
Zionist views of Chief Rabbi Shmuel Kaminezki, the presence of many Israelis as
teachers and other community professionals, ties between local Jewish and
Israeli institutions, a stream of capable shlichim (emissaries) of Israeli organizations, such as the Jewish Agency and Nativ (formerly Lishkat Hakesher), and
continuing bonds between local Jews and their family members and friends in
Israel. Between 30,000 and 35,000 Jews are believed to reside in contemporary
Dnipropetrovsk.
Mrs. Chana Kaminezki cuts the hair of
her son, Reuven, during the child’s
upsherenish (traditional hair-cutting on
a boys’ third birthday). Rabbi Shmuel
Kaminezki
and
Rabbi
Abraham
Lipskier (father of Chana Kaminezki)
stand on the other side of their son
and grandson respectively in June
2003 in front of the ark at the Golden
Rose Choral Synagogue in Dnipropetrovsk.
(Photo: from the website of the
Dnipropetrovsk Jewish community
http:jew.dp.ua, posted June 16, 2003.
The site is available in both Russian-
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and English-language versions.)

Dnipropetrovsk is the center of the Chabad movement in Ukraine. Honoring the
lengthy tenure as rabbi and subsequent persecution by the KGB of his father in
the city, the late Lubavitcher Rebbe Menachem Mendel Schneerson appointed
Rabbi Shmuel Kaminezki to the post of Chief Rabbi of Dnipropetrovsk in 1990.
Rabbi Kaminezki is widely recognized as one of the most effective community
rabbis in all of the post-Soviet successor states. The head office of the Chabad
umbrella group for Ukraine, the Federation of Jewish Communities in
Ukraine, is located in the city.
3. Rabbi Shmuel Kaminezki, a native of Israel who holds both Israeli and
American citizenship, has been the guiding force behind the development of a
comprehensive system of Jewish education (preschool, day school, yeshiva
katana and machon for boys and girls respectively, special education programs,
yeshiva, teachers’ college), residential programs for children in distress, the first
home for Jewish aged in the successor states, and restoration of a choral
synagogue. Additionally, he works collaboratively with other organizations in
establishing further institutions, such as the best organized Holocaust research
and education center in Ukraine.14
The development of Jewish institutions continues, although the most recently
completed installations are relatively small in scale. A small kosher café (three
tables and a counter) has been opened on the ground floor of the Jewish
community center attached to the synagogue and is doing well. A store
featuring kosher food, Jewish books, and various other items, some imported
from Israel and some manufactured in Ukraine, is located in the JCC basement
and also is doing well. The growing Chabad community in the city requires such
services.
Construction of a new preschool is proceeding and should be completed by the
beginning of the school year in September 2003; it will accommodate
approximately 160 children, replacing the current facility, which is unable to
accommodate the large number of local Jewish children whose parents wish to
enroll them in the school. A local donor has come forward with a lead gift of
$1.5 million for construction of new and expansive facilities for the Tkuma
Holocaust Scientific-Educational Center;15 additional funding will be required
from the Joint Distribution Committee and several foundations for its
14

Most of these institutions are described below and/or in previous reports by the writer.

15

See the writer’s Jewish Community Life in Eastern Ukraine, April 12-28, 2002, pp. 12-14, for a
description of this project. For more information on current Tkuma programs, see pp. 30-32 in
this report.
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construction. A new mikveh will be built near the synagogue in a separate
building with its own private entrance. Beit Baruch, the home for Jewish aged,
requires additional funding; however, it is likely that this program will accept ten
new residents, mainly emergency cases, before the end of the summer.
Private entrepreneurs opened a large bakery producing shmurah matza,16
which employs 100 people on a seasonal basis in Dnipropetrovsk. The factory
exported matza to the United States during its first year of operation in 2003. A
local meat-packing concern that has produced kosher chicken for several years
is now producing kosher salami as well. Rabbi Kaminezki plans to add
additional products to the local kosher food industry, an endeavor that holds
potential for increasing community revenue (from the kosher certification
process).
The need for an expanded resource base to support the growing community
infrastructure has become evident in the past year as the fundraising campaign
for the Dnipropetrovsk Jewish community philanthropic organization, the
Philanthropic Fund of the Dnipropetrovsk Jewish Community (Благотворительный фонд Днепропетровского еврейского общины) has seen
its donor base and income shrink by 20 percent.
Business problems have
caused nine former donors to withhold contributions, although Rabbi Kaminezki
hopes that several may recover within the next few months and resume their
support of the community.17 Only one new contributor has come forward during
the past year, said Rabbi Kaminezki. One response to the financial shortfall has
been the cancellation of the Chabad summer camp for boys; the girls camp will
be held for three weeks in July at a site on the Sea of Azov, said Rabbi
Kaminezki, but the community can no longer afford to operate both camps.18
At the same time that major donors to the community Philanthropic Fund have
been affected by business problems, continued Rabbi Kaminezki, recipients of
community support, particularly elderly and chronically ill individuals, have a
greater need for such support. Inflation is increasing again, causing great
difficulties for those dependent on fixed incomes. In an effort to help such
people, the Fund is calling on the community Emergency Fund (Фонд
Экстренной помощи) to offer more assistance. Additionally, said Rabbi
Kaminezki, the Emergency Fund is providing substantial aid to several people
with cancer or other serious illnesses who need expensive surgery, medicines, or
other care. On one recent day, continued Rabbi Kaminezki, Elena Grigorievna
16

Matzah is unleavened bread that is central to the Pesach seder ritual. Shmurah matzah is
hand-baked from grain (usually wheat) that is carefully watched from the time of harvest to assure
that contact with moisture is avoided (and thus that no fermentation occurs).

17

It is customary in Dnipropetrovsk for donors to contribute set sums on a monthly schedule.
Together, the nine donors had been providing $7,000 to $8,000 per month.
18

Few children pay any camp fees at all. The Jewish Agency provides a modest subsidy that
covers only a portion of expenses.
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Bogolubova, the administrator of the Emergency Fund, distributed 1900 hryvna
(about $500) in aid, a large amount of money in Ukraine.19
Rabbi Kaminezki is optimistic that some financial assistance will be provided
soon by Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston (the Boston
Jewish federation), with which the Dnipropetrovsk Jewish community has a
sister-city relationship. It is likely, he said, that CJP will begin to allocate funds to
several community operations, perhaps as much as $50,000 annually to Beit
Baruch and smaller sums to other programs. Additionally, several individuals
from Boston have made personal gifts to the Dnipropetrovsk community.
Rabbi Kaminezki and Rabbi Yonah Pruss, an American Chabad rabbi living in
London, established a new organization, the CIS Development Fund, in the
year 2000. Rabbi Pruss raises money in England for the CIS Development
Fund, focusing on donors who prefer to help smaller Jewish population centers.
Working with World Jewish Relief,20 the CIS Development Fund has provided
support to Chabad endeavors in Zaporizhya and Krivyy Rig, among other
Ukrainian Jewish communities. Rabbi Kaminezki has been an important
facilitator for these projects.21 WJR also has provided some support to Beit
Baruch.
Through the Global Jewish Assistance and Relief Network,22 the community
received 5000 tons of United States Department of Agriculture surplus food for
distribution to needy individuals and social service institutions in the
Dnipropetrovsk region. Ninety percent of the recipients were not Jewish. The
Jewish community successfully stored and delivered the food to all of the
intended recipients in a manner consistent with USDA requirements, said Rabbi
Kaminezki. Several community institutions were beneficiaries of the distribution.
When projects currently underway are completed and his financial situation is
stabilized, it is likely, said Rabbi Kaminezki, that he will consider converting the
community summer camp located in nearby Novomoskovsk into a year-round
shabbaton retreat site and conference center. Such facilities could be used by
various groups in the community and rented out to other organizations, such as
19

See pp. 12-13.
World Jewish Relief is a British organization similar to the U.S.-based American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee. It works with JDC on some projects and focuses its post-Soviet activity
on Ukraine.
20

21

See pp. 69-75 and 75-77 for information on Zaporizhya and Krivyy Rig respectively.

22

GJARN is a Chabad-associated welfare organization based in New York. In 2002, it
abandoned construction of a partially completed ambitious medical center in Dnipropetrovsk after
it proved unable to raise the funds necessary to finish the project. Many local Jews express
embarrassment over the failure of a Jewish organization to fulfill a commitment to complete a
highly visible and publicized project.
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the Jewish Agency and the Joint Distribution Committee for their own
conferences. However, such an undertaking is far in the future.23
Commenting on a recent visit to Dnipropetrovsk by Vadym Rabynovych, the
controversial and self-appointed head of United Jewish Community of
Ukraine, Rabbi Kaminezki said that Mr. Rabynovych came to the city on his own
and requested an appointment with Rabbi Kaminezki. Although Mr. Rabynovych
does “some good things,” said Rabbi Kaminezki, his activity in the Jewish
community also is risky for the community; thus, Rabbi Kaminezki does not
intend to become involved with him in any way.24
4. Vyecheslav “Slavik” Brez is the Executive Director (Исполнительный
директор) of the Philanthropic Fund of the Dnipropetrovsk Jewish Community
(Благотворительный фонд Днепропетровского еврейского
общины). Mr. Brez spoke with the writer about the extensive financial
commitments of the Fund, raising issues related to the day school, the preschool
now under construction, the assisted living center, and the inability of the
community to provide summer camp experiences for both boys and girls in
2003.25 Notwithstanding these problems, said Mr. Brez, he is optimistic about
the future. The Ukrainian government, he observed, had just enacted a flat 13
percent tax rate. The new tax system should reduce corruption, which is
endemic in Ukraine, and should lead to new economic development.
In the meantime, continued Mr. Brez, the Jewish community must deal with the
consequences of an almost non-existent state welfare system. Poor Jews have
no sources of assistance other than the Jewish community. Medical care, in
particular, is increasingly expensive, placing a major burden on the Philanthropic
Fund as its directors believe that they are obligated to help less fortunate Jews
obtain treatment for chronic health conditions and serious illnesses.
The various Jewish community programs, Mr. Brez believes, set an example for
other Ukrainians in terms of social responsibility. Local officials and various
civic groups have visited Beit Baruch and have expressed amazement that the
Jewish community feels obligated to provide less fortunate Jews with a facility
and programs as fine as those at Beit Baruch. If other groups in society would
do as much as Jews have done for other Jews, all of Ukraine would be
23

The camp is no longer used on a regular basis. Its small size and poorly developed
infrastructure renders it unsuitable for organized summer camping.
24
Mr. Rabynovych is on the “watch list” of the United States and also is forbidden entry to Great
Britain, Austria, and several other countries. He is accused of involvement in organized crime,
narcotics trafficking, sale of weapons to rogue states, contract murder, and other crimes. Mr.
Rabynovych founded United Jewish Community of Ukraine, through which he provides major
support to Rabbi Moshe Reuven Asman (independent Chabad) of the famed Brodsky synagogue
in Kyiv and smaller subsidies to a number of Jewish communities throughout Ukraine.
25

Most of these issues are discussed below in sections related to the particular institutions.
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transformed, declared Mr. Brez. He continued that he is very proud that Jews
take responsibility for each other.
Mr. Brez, whose office is located in the old synagogue building, noted that the
community employs an experienced engineer to manage all community property
and also has engaged a purchasing manager. The offices of these individuals
are located close to the office of Mr. Brez to encourage maximum efficiency in
community operations.
5. Elena Grigorievna Bogolubova, mother of Gennady Bogolubov, Chairman of
the Board of the Philanthropic Fund of the Dnipropetrovsk Jewish
Community (Благотворительный фонд Днепропетровского еврейского
общины) directs the Emergency Fund (Фонд Экстренной помощи) of the
larger organization. Although she has no specific training for her position, Mrs.
Bogolubova administers the Emergency Fund in a professional manner from an
office across the hall from that of Rabbi Shmuel Kaminezki.
Mrs. Bogolubova said that the number of clients served by the Emergency
Fund is approximately 500, a growth of about 20 percent in just six months.26 In
response to a question whether the increase was due to an increase in real need
or a growth in the number of people who had heard about the Fund, Mrs.
Bogolubova said that both factors probably play
a role. An increase in need is obvious, she said,
citing erosion in the value of pensions due to
inflation, soaring medical costs, and a growing
number of parents seeking assistance for
children with developmental disabilities.

Elena Bogolubova maintains office hours three days
each week. Clients come to see her, often without
appointments, in an office across the hall from that
of Rabbi Kaminezki. Mrs. Bogolubova approves
many simple requests on the spot and gives the
client a voucher, which the client takes to Rabbi
Kaminezki’s secretary for cash payment. Recordkeeping is meticulous.

Real unemployment in Dnipropetrovsk exceeds 30 percent, said Mrs.
Bogolubova. Many educated people are working as vendors in street markets,
and recent university graduates have a difficult time finding work.
26

See the writer’s A Brief Visit to Jewish Communities in Ukraine, October 30 – November 8,
2002, p. 12.

Betsy Gidwitz

Page 12

Copyright © 2007

The majority of Emergency Fund clients are elderly. Often they need only overthe-counter medicines, dental work, shoes, or telephone service. The cost of
assistance in many of these cases ranges from about $15 to as much as $60.
However, the Fund also has a number of clients who require expensive
medications for Parkinson’s disease or cancer. Some also need surgery or
dialysis. The most common dialysis protocol for which support has been
requested, said Mrs. Bogolubova, is 13 treatments each month at $1000 per
month. Chemotherapy also is very expensive. Hip surgery costs $1000 to
$1100.
Mrs. Bogolubova makes decisions on most grants under $50 to $60 by herself.
Physicians are consulted regarding requests for expensive medical procedures,
and community leaders provide guidance on some non-medical requests. The
monthly budget of the Emergency Fund is between $1000 and $1150, said Mrs.
Bogolubova; one surgical procedure can exhaust the entire monthly budget.
To stretch community funds farther, the Emergency Fund works with the local
hesed, sometimes sharing expenses for a client’s medical care. Requests of
most elderly clients are discussed with the hesed in order to ensure that the
client is not “double-dipping,” i.e., requesting support from both the hesed and
the Emergency Fund for the same service. The Emergency Fund does receive
some illegitimate requests, responded Mrs. Bogolubova to a question, but these
are not numerous and she is confident that she and her associates are able to
identify such pleas and prevent fraudulent use of community funds.
In addition to support for emergencies, the Fund provides small stipends to 13
elderly people on a monthly basis. The stipends can be perceived as
supplements to distressingly low pensions that do not permit recipients to live in
dignity. Representatives of the Fund visit clients receiving these stipends every
few months to confirm that the need for the supplement still exists and that the
cash is being used appropriately.
The Emergency Fund also provides cash gifts, usually about $10 each, to some
elderly Jews as holiday gifts. Different people receive the gifts on different
holidays. The Fund selects the recipients from its client base. Individuals do not
ask for the gifts; they are too embarrassed (им стыдно) to do so.
The Jewish day school, said Mrs. Bogolubova, provides welfare assistance to
many youngsters in the school and sometimes consults with the Emergency
Fund about medical needs of parents or other family needs that require broader
community attention. In general, said Mrs. Bogolubova, the existence of the
Emergency Fund is well-known and she receives referrals from a variety of
people and organizations.
Betsy Gidwitz
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6. A new assistance project under the auspices of the Philanthropic Fund is the
renovation of client apartments that have fallen into disrepair. If the apartment
is located in a well-maintained building in a good neighborhood and the client is
unable to arrange renovation herself, due to impoverishment and/or inability to
deal with contractors, the community will provide all renovation services at no
cost to the client.27 The Philanthropic Fund currently is renovating apartments for
three elderly clients under this project.
Alla Borisovna Malkina is an elderly pensioner who lives alone in a standard tworoom Soviet apartment located on the first floor of a building in a good location.
A retired teacher of German and Russian in a local university, Ms. Malkina also
speaks fluent and graceful English. She has no living relatives.
Her government pension is about $22 monthly,
which is supplemented by a small stipend from
the Emergency Fund. She spends much of her
time engaged in research and writing about the
history of Jewish agricultural settlements in the
area; some of this work is done in cooperation
with Yad Vashem and other Israeli institutions.
Ms. Malkina was in her bedroom when the writer
arrived, the only space not yet invaded by the
construction crew then busy in her living room,
kitchen, and bathroom. All fixtures and appliances
were being replaced. Ms. Malkina asked one of the
workers to bring two chairs from the bedroom into the
living room, where she and the writer conversed. She
holds newspapers with articles about pre-war Jewish
farming villages.

Stalindorf Lives in the Memory of the People, Album Two is the title of an album that Ms.
Malkina has compiled about Jewish agricultural settlements in the Dnipropetrovsk
region, such as Stalindorf, that were destroyed during the Holocaust. The settlements
were established with considerable assistance from Agro-Joint.
The album, which Ms. Malkina
gave to the writer, includes
essays, copies of newspaper
articles, photos and lists of
Holocaust victims, and photos of
commemorations of Stalindorf
27

If the building is unsuitable or the neighborhood is unattractive, the community may suggest
that older persons move into Beit Baruch.
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and other settlements near Stalindorf.
The cover of the album is shown at left. The album contains 50 pages.

Ms. Malkina seemed content and preoccupied by her work. She was generous
in her praise of Rabbi Kaminezki and the Jewish community for providing her
with various forms of assistance. In a later discussion, Rabbi Kaminezki said that
the community does not ask for compensation of any kind from those whose
apartments are renovated. The community would be pleased if apartment
owners would bequest their units to the community in their wills, but no
suggestion has been made to them that they do so.
7. Yan Sidelkovsky holds several positions in the Jewish community and is
recognized as an effective troubleshooter. The writer had asked him to monitor
the case of Sasha Epshtein, a 15-year old local boy with an ill-fitting artificial leg
who is not enrolled in any school programs.28 Sasha’s mother is dead and his
father is in prison; he lives with an older brother and other relatives.
Mr. Sidelkovsky said that he sees Sasha occasionally and gives him money
during these visits. However, their meetings are irregularly scheduled, in part
because Sasha’s family has no telephone and communication with him is
infrequent. In general terms, the family is “difficult” and no one cares about
Sasha. Relationships among most members of the family are poor. Sasha has
managed to find some part-time work in handicrafts, but he lacks motivation to
improve his situation. It is difficult for the Jewish community, said Mr.
Sidelkovsky, to focus resources on helping one person with all of Sasha’s
problems, particularly when Sasha does not seem to want to help himself. Mr.
Sidelkovsky, who speaks English (and Hebrew) well, concluded by saying that
Sasha is “falling between the cracks” of the
social service “system” that exists in the
Jewish community and in the city.
Yan Sidelkovsky holds multiple positions in the
Dnipropetrovsk Jewish community: coordinator
of the Boston-Dnipropetrovsk kehilla project;
coordinator, with his wife Tanya, of the Adopt-ABubbe/Adopt-A-Zayde program (see below); and
leader of the Beit Baruch choir (also see below).
Additionally, Mr. Sidelkovsky is called upon for
various trouble-shooting missions within the
Jewish community.

28

See the author’s Jewish Community Life in Eastern Ukraine, April 12-28, 2002, pp. 25-26. In
this report, the author mistakenly referred to the boy as Misha, instead of Sasha. See also the
author’s A Brief Visit to Jewish Communities in Ukraine, October 30-November 8, 2002, pp. 1213.

Betsy Gidwitz

Page 15

Copyright © 2007

On a brighter note, Mr. Sidelkovsky said that he is working with students in the
Hillel organization to organize activities for handicapped Jewish young adults
between the ages of 18 and 25. They have formed a group called Yedid (friend,
Hebrew) that plans joint programs for the two populations; most of the
handicapped young adults have no other socializing opportunities and no other
contact with the Jewish community, said Mr. Sidelkovsky. Hillel students also
are visiting with Jewish elderly and invalids in the city, under Mr. Sidelkovsky’s
supervision, and collecting small sums of money for tikkun olam (Hebrew, repair
of the world) undertakings. Mr. Sidelkovsky commented that Hillel focuses too
much of its energy on various cerebral endeavors, such as seminars, and too
little on the practical work that provides a sound foundation for an intellectual and
spiritual understanding of Judaism.29 The visits with handicapped and with
elderly people are a real mitzvah (good deed), said Mr. Sidelkovsky.
8. Adopt-A-Bubbe/Adopt-A-Zayde is an independent assistance program
created by Dr. Judith Patkin, the Executive Director of Action for Post-Soviet
Jewry in Waltham, MA.
The program assists 1,340 elderly Jews in
approximately 22 cities or large towns and 40 smaller towns in eastern, central,
and southern Ukraine.30 According to Tanya Sidelkovskaya, who works with her
husband in administering the Dnipropetrovsk-area program, as few as one to
three Jews live in some of the villages reached by AAB/AAZ.
AAB/AAZ provides medical assistance and pharmaceutical goods in 12 of the 22
cities, consulting with a total of 35 volunteer physicians who are specialists in
various fields. In all service areas, the program provides food parcels and
clothing. It tries to cater to the needs of individuals, e.g., providing food
appropriate for diabetics, specific items of clothing for people who state that
these are necessary, and gardening tools and canning supplies for those with
access to plots of land and a desire to cultivate crops and preserve harvested
fruits and vegetables. The program also provides sewing supplies and design
suggestions for individuals who wish to make Judaica items, such as challah or
matza covers; the finished products then are sold in the United States, with the
proceeds from such sales returned to those who crafted the items. Recordkeeping is very detailed for all procedures.

29

The Hillel student group in Dnipropetrovsk is considered by most people familiar with Hillel in
the post-Soviet states to be among the weaker Hillels. However, Mr. Sidelkovsky’s criticism of
the Hillel concentration on intellectual activity, to the exclusion of practical work in the community,
probably holds true for a number of Hillel groups in Ukraine and Russia. See a description of the
Hillel group in Kharkiv, pp. 55-66.

30

The program also operates in Moldova and Belarus. However, this report deals only with the
operations that are directed from its Dnipropetrovsk office.
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Aid is coordinated with local heseds. If a local hesed is providing food, then
AAB/AAZ will supply clothing, shoes, or other non-food assistance. However,
AAB/AAZ is the only provider of services in some towns inaccessible to the
hesed system. Further, recent JDC service cutbacks have increased the
AAB/AAZ caseload. AAB/AAZ operating costs are much lower than those of the
JDC heseds, said Mrs. Sidelkovskya, because its overhead costs are minimal.
Each of the 22 cities or large towns served by AAB/AAZ has a local
coordinator, who works as a volunteer without any compensation, except for
small gifts at holidays. Each coordinator is provided with a two-month budget of
$50 to $200, depending on the number of clients in the city/town and surrounding
area. An additional $8 is provided for transportation costs. Each coordinator
develops his/her own aid portfolio according to AAB/AAZ guidelines. Food is the
first priority; if a client’s nutrition is deemed satisfactory, the coordinator may offer
medicine, clothing, shoes, or other items. If the coordinator recognizes a specific
need, he/she tries to fill that need. Most coordinators visit most clients at least
once each month.
Mrs. Sidelkovskaya said that the program tries to find coordinators who are
active in local Jewish life, know other Jews, and want to help other people. Mr.
and Mrs. Sidelkovsky check the background of each coordinator applicant for
honesty and other evidence of good character because the coordinators have
access to AAB/AAZ funds and work with vulnerable clients. Although the
position of coordinator carries no regular compensation, many individuals want to
do this wok in their spare time, said Mrs. Sidelkovskaya. AAB/AAZ currently is
seeking candidates for four vacant coordinator positions; of the four people who
previously held these posts, one emigrated to Israel, one emigrated to Germany,
and two were students who graduated and now are in work situations that do not
permit continuation of their AAB/AAZ responsibilities.
9. The Beit Baruch Assisted Living Facility for elderly Jews opened in early
2002, the first dedicated housing for older Jews in all of the post-Soviet states.
The primary sponsors of building construction were the Philanthropic Fund of
the Jewish Community of Dnipropetrovsk and Global Jewish Assistance
and Relief Network, the latter a New York-based organization with strong ties to
Chabad.
Although the assisted living center is designed to accommodate 95 individuals,
the current census is only 48 individuals.31 About ten more people are
expected to become residents by the end of the summer. The deliberate intake
process reflects both the need for staff to learn on the job how to operate such
a facility and severe financial problems. Expected major financial participation
31

According to facility director Alexandra Kizhner, five residents at the facility have died since its
opening. Four died at Beit Baruch and one died in a hospital.
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from two additional donors has not materialized, leaving the facility with a
significant debt. Additionally, a new independent heating system was installed
after construction when it was recognized that the original heating system, which
was dependent on municipal heating resources, was not dependable. The new
system was installed in late 2002 at a cost of $80,000.32 Beit Baruch currently is
carrying a debt of $480,000 with monthly interest of $5,000 to $6,000.
Slavik Brez, Executive Director of the Jewish community Philanthropic Fund, said
that the community is actively seeking new donors for Beit Baruch. Admission of
47 new residents, to bring the census to capacity, will cost the community
$160,000 to $170,000 more annually, a burden that the community cannot now
absorb. The Fund expects to begin receiving an annual subsidy for Beit Baruch
from Combined Jewish Philanthropies in Boston in the near future; this subsidy
will cover only a small portion of annual operating costs, but any assistance is
welcome. Additionally, Beit Baruch may begin to ask its residents to pay rent,
beginning in 2004, something it has been reluctant to do. Pensions of residents
are so meager that the amount collected will be very small, but the facility needs
additional income and residents are so pleased with the conditions in which they
live that many probably will be willing to assume some responsibility for the
various services that they utilize.33
Beit Baruch currently has about 30 employees. Few in professional positions
have had any dedicated training as such training is not available in Ukraine or in
other post-Soviet states. Several senior staff members were scheduled to go to
Boston in June for an intensive one-week training program in facilities for Jewish
elderly maintained by the Boston Jewish community.
Beit Baruch offers a schedule of activities for its residents, including arts and
crafts, a choir, lectures, and visits by school groups. A small computer laboratory
is to be installed in July. Additional outdoor furniture has been purchased so that
32

Standard construction practice during the Soviet period was to connect heating systems in all
buildings to the city heating system. Although a mid-October to mid-April heating season was
standard in the Soviet Union, budgetary crises in several of the post-Soviet states have caused
officials to delay availability of heating until mid-November and to terminate it in March. In some
cities, financial shortfalls have left residents without heat in their homes for weeks on end in midwinter. Under such circumstances, Beit Baruch found that it was unable to provide adequate heat
and hot water to its elderly residents. Most high-quality new construction in the post-Soviet
period has independent heating systems so as to avoid such problems. The failure of Beit
Baruch planners to install an independent heating system during the initial construction process
has not been explained.

33

Another source of potential income for Beit Baruch is proceeds from the sale of private
apartments formerly occupied by current Beit Baruch residents. Residents retain ownership of
these apartments, most of which were sealed when they entered Beit Baruch; retention of these
units permit the option of returning to private living if they find Beit Baruch unsuitable to their
needs. However, almost all who have entered Baruch have chosen to remain there.
Philanthropic Fund administrators would like to find a sensitive and judicious way of approaching
residents to ask if their apartments might be transferred to the Jewish community for resale.
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residents may enjoy warm summer weather outside. Excursions to theaters and
to other places of interest are limited by a lack of vehicles. Residents expressed
their desire for several large vans. A fitness room in the basement also awaits a
donor who would purchase appropriate equipment.
Yan Sidelkovsky, whose academic background is in music, started a choir for Jewish
elderly in the mid-1990’s, before the opening of Beit Baruch. When Beit Baruch opened
the choir moved there, as did some of the choir members. According to Mr. Sidelkovsky,
among the 25 to 30 regular participants are 15 people with strong voices who provide
the “wings” that carry the others. The purpose of the choir, continued Mr. Sidelkovsky, is
therapeutic, rather than performance-based, so he is not
concerned about the skill level of
weaker singers. The choir does
perform at some community
events. Mr. Sidelkovsky said that
some choir participants, as well
as Adopt-A-Bubbe/Adopt-A-Zayde
clients, know old folk tunes and
Jewish songs; he would like to
record their voices before they
die.
He needs a mixer and
synthesizer to start this project, he
said.34
Six members of the Beit Baruch choir are seen in practice in the photo above.
Residents with skills beneficial to
the Beit Baruch community employ
those skills on behalf of their fellow
residents. Several workshops in
the building provide workspace
and equipment for seamstresses
and tailors, cobblers, an optician,
and other skilled crafts people.
The woman at right, who shares a
workshop with a resident tailor, is
sewing pillow cases for many
residents.

As has been the case in previous visits to Beit Baruch by the writer, residents
were effusive in expressing their satisfaction with life at the facility. They like the
staff, activities, food, general care, and companionship. All had lived alone;
many have no living relatives, and some had no regular contact with other human
34

See pp. 15-17.
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beings. Many lived in unpleasant physical circumstances, some in cottages
without indoor plumbing or dependable heating. Many were impoverished,
lacking resources even for basic items of clothing or over-the-counter medicines.
The majority of residents are from Dnipropetrovsk itself and the surrounding
area. Two are from Kherson, a city in southern Ukraine; they had been living in a
state facility there when a local rabbi found them and arranged their transfer to
Beit Baruch, where conditions are much better. The writer met one of the
Kherson veterans, who assured her that “everything” in Beit Baruch is better than
in the Kherson residence.
Semyon Petrovich Konushkever came to Beit Baruch from Chernihiv in northern
Ukraine. Mr. Konushkever told the writer about his life. He was born in Zhytomyr in
August 1913 into a poor family. With only seven years of formal education, he became a
metalworker and enrolled in the Komsomol, the Communist youth movement, as an
adolescent. The Komsomol sent him to a collective farm (kolkhoz) when he was 16. He
managed to leave the kolkhoz after three years and make his way to Kyiv, where he
obtained a job in metal fabrication. Misfortune befell him when his wallet, containing all
of his documents and money, was stolen. Nonetheless, he gained entrance as a young
adult into a secondary school that provided him with an education as a mechanic.
Following certification, he obtained a job in a garage as a technician, working on trucks
and other heavy vehicles. In 1935, he enlisted in the armed forces where he instructed
other mechanics and also joined the airborne troops. In all, he has 13 jumps to his
credit, all prior to World War II. He was sent to officers’ school and served as a
lieutenant in a transport battalion in Finland during the war. He was afflicted by frostbite
in Finland and still suffers its consequences today.
Mr. Konushkever said that his family in Zhytomyr was
evacuated to Omsk35 in the early days of World War II and
thus escaped the Holocaust. Following the war, Mr.
Konushkever joined his family in Omsk and began to work
for the MVD (Министерство внутренних дел or Ministry
of Internal Affairs) as an automobile inspector. After some
time, the Ministry sent him back to Ukraine, to Chernihiv,
where he continued to work as an automobile inspector for
another 20 years. Mr. Konushkever’s wife died in 1997
and his children have died as well. He has grandchildren
in Chernihiv.
Following the death of his wife, Mr.
Konushkever somehow lost his home. The Chernihiv
hesed found him in a factory where he had managed to
establish some living space for himself. After some
communication with the Dnipropetrovsk Jewish community,
the Chernihiv hesed arranged for Mr. Konushkever to
move to Beit Baruch in early 2003.

35

Omsk is located beyond the Ural Mountains in western Siberia, a great distance past the
furthest advance of German troops.
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Semyon Konushkever posed in the winter garden at Beit Baruch for the writer.
Everything at Beit Baruch is wonderful, he told the writer. All of the people at Beit
Baruch, both fellow residents and staff, are wonderful.

As the most modern and well-appointed facility of its kind in Ukraine, Beit Baruch
receives many visitors. Various Jewish community groups, especially the day
school and the local Jewish Agency representation, send musical troupes under
their sponsorship to perform for the residents. The Jewish day school sponsors
a foster grandparent program in which pupils are paired with Beit Baruch
residents. Youngsters visit the home during all holiday periods.36
10. Rabbi Menachem Lepkivker, now in his sixth year as representative of the
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee in Dnipropetrovsk, declined to
meet with the writer, saying that JDC now has a policy requiring all “journalists
and other people who write reports” to direct all of their inquiries through the JDC
New York office. In a subsequent (July 7, 2003) brief conversation in New York
with Steven Schwager, Executive Vice-President of JDC, Mr. Schwager told the
writer that no such policy exists and that she should have called him in New York
from Dnipropetrovsk when the problem arose. Rabbi Lepkivker also declined to
meet with the writer during her most recent previous visit to Dnipropetrovsk, in
November 2002; on that occasion, he claimed a lack of time, notwithstanding the
fact that the writer was in the city for more than a week.37
11. Alexander Sokolovsky has been director of the Rosalind Gurwin Jewish
Community Center in Dnipropetrovsk since September 2002. The JCC is
directly behind, and attached to, the Golden Rose Choral Synagogue (Chabad)
in the city. Offices of Rabbi Shmuel Kaminezki and others associated with
Chabad occupy the second floor of the four-story JCC.
In response to a question, Mr. Sokolovsky said that the most recent addition to
the Dnipropetrovsk JCC agenda is a music and dance program that focuses on
klezmer music, but also includes Israeli and modern dance, choral music, and
variety performances.
The JCC employs “three or four” skilled teachers who
offer instruction in these disciplines, especially in those instruments that are
common in klezmer music, such as violin and clarinet.
36

In a separate discussion with Georgy Skarakhod, principal of the day school, Mr. Skarakhod
told the writer that two of the foster grandmothers in the program had died. Unaware that the two
women had passed away, the foster grandchildren arrived at Beit Baruch for a holiday meeting,
only to be told that their foster grandparents had “gone away” (ушли). The pupils discovered the
real circumstances on their own, much to their distress. Mr. Skarakhod commented that the
school would have arranged psychological counseling for the youngsters in a timely manner if
Beit Baruch had informed school officials before the visit that the two women had died.
37

See p. 43 regarding a similar occurrence when the writer was in Kharkiv.
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With funding from JDC, the JCC will operate two family camps on the shore of
the Black Sea this summer, each accommodating 270 individuals in a ten-day
session. The major goal of the family camps, said Mr. Sokolovsky, is to build
Jewish identity. Experience shows that many participants will begin to affiliate
with Jewish institutions, such as the JCC, after the camp. Some participants also
develop new friendships with other Jews.
The JCC is continuing most of its traditional programs, including clubs for
women, chess enthusiasts, dance groups, children, and youth. Among the most
popular activities for youth are chess and intellectual games. Mr. Sokolovsky
would like to develop sewing and metal-crafting clubs, but lacks the resources to
do so.
The Hillel student group convenes under JCC auspices. Mr. Sokolovsky said
that the group currently includes about 70 young people, only about 25 of whom
are active on a regular basis. On that very day (May 25), a large number of local
Hillel members were on a day-long bus tour, visiting various historic sites of
Jewish interest in the region. Mr. Sokolovsky remarked that Hillel should attract
a larger number of students, but faces two problems. It lacks resources to
develop the types of programs that appeal to young people, and many younger
Jews are assimilated and do not want to acknowledge their Jewish heritage.
Those who do acknowledge their Jewish identity are only the “tip of the iceberg”
of the younger Jewish population, he said, and they are precisely the Jews who
are emigrating. For the past eight years, noted Mr. Sokolovsky, Ukrainian
passports (internal identification documents) have not listed the “nationality” of
passport holders; therefore, Jews are not required to acknowledge their Jewish
backgrounds.
In response to a question from the writer whether antisemitism is a deterrent to
Jewish identification, Mr. Sokolovsky said that anti-Jewish bigotry is strongly
related to political and economic stability in Ukraine. If conditions deteriorate,
antisemitism will increase. Antisemitism exists in Ukraine, he continued, but it is
mainly below the surface in Dnipropetrovsk. It is much worse in western Ukraine
[where Ukrainian nationalism is much stronger].
12. The Jewish day school (School #144) in Dnipropetrovsk occupies a threebuilding campus that had been used as a boarding school during the Soviet
period. The largest and centrally-positioned structure is the main building and
accommodates offices, most classrooms, and a kitchen and lunchroom. The
second building stands to the left of the main facility; it accommodates a yeshiva
katana for approximately 70 boys, a heder for preschool boys, and a sports hall.
The third building, which is located to the right of the main building, is used by a
machon for approximately 50 girls and also includes a three-room ORT computer
center that is used by all pupils. In all, about 600 pupils were enrolled in the
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school at the end of the 2002-2003 school year, including about 120 in the
yeshiva katana and machon, which offer more intensive Jewish studies programs
for boys and girls respectively.
Georgy Skarakhod, a former professor of mathematics at a local university, was
completing his third year as principal of the school at the time of the writer’s visit.
Mr. Skarakhod said that the school is now in its twelfth year of operation:38
approximately 600 have graduated from it to date, many of whom have
emigrated to Israel. Some have gone to the United States and to other countries.
School #144 is one of the best in the city, said Mr. Skarakhod, known especially
for its computer technology program. However, he continued, its most
important strength is its Jewish studies program, which includes three to four
classes weekly in Hebrew and two to three weekly in Jewish tradition.39 A fourpage article about the school appeared in a recent issue of The Modern School,
a national journal for school principals. The article focused on the technology
curriculum and even printed a syllabus of its content. The Ukrainian government
also is interested in methods used by the school to build Jewish identity among
pupils; recent surveys show that many Ukrainians lack a strong Ukrainian
identity, perceiving themselves as generic Slavs or as individuals without any
ethnic loyalties.40 Mr. Skarakhod said that School #144 pupils feel that they are
Jewish because of the atmosphere in the school, school celebrations of Jewish
and Israeli holidays, and a music curriculum that includes Israeli and Hasidic
music. Parents of youngsters may lack such a strong Jewish identity, continued
Mr. Skarakhod, but he believes that many pupils bring their Jewish identities
home with them.
Many school officials and teachers in the city are familiar with School #144, said
Mr. Skarakhod, because the school has been the site for various seminars,
including one for principals and others for teachers on the use of computers in
different academic subjects, such as geography. The school attracts highlyqualified teachers to its own faculty because teaching conditions are excellent
and the school pays bonuses to the best teachers.
Mr. Skarakhod described several special programs in the school. Thirty-five
tenth graders from Dnipropetrovsk, along with counterparts from Chabad schools
in Kharkiv and Donetsk, spent four days in May on a fast-moving bus tour of
Jewish sites in Ukraine, visiting Kyiv (including Babi Yar), Zhytomyr, Berdichev,
38

During the writer’s first visit to Dnipropetrovsk in 1992, the Jewish day school was located in a
wing of a conventional public school. School #144 remains the only Jewish day school in the city,
an anomaly in post-Soviet cities with Jewish populations exceeding 20,000.
39

Pupils enrolled in the yeshiva and machon have longer school days and a more intensive
Jewish studies program.
40

This issue is of great interest to many Ukrainian government officials and educators.
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Bratslav, Uman, and Odesa. Their focus was on general Jewish history, the
Holocaust, Jewish partisan activity in World War II, and, in Odesa, Jewish
literature. Ninth graders joined with Boston Jewish ninth graders in writing an
English/Russian/Hebrew book about the Holocaust; each group interviewed
Holocaust survivors in their own cities. Ten Sunday schools in the Boston area
have arrangements with the day school in which letters, drawings and paintings,
and souvenirs are exchanged. Boston provides special funding for the lead
English classroom in the school, thus enabling the school to purchase electronic
equipment, English-language videos, and English books. A group of Boston
teens comes to Dnipropetrovsk each winter for a winter camp, which permits
School #144 pupils to practice their English with American Jewish counterparts
between the ages of 14 and 16. Twelve Dnipropetrovsk teenagers will go to
Haifa (the Boston Partnership 2000 community) during the summer for a camp
experience with Haifa teens; Boston pupils were supposed to join them, but are
not doing so this year because of the situation in Israel.
As soon as school is dismissed for the year in mid-June, the Jewish community
will begin a major repair project, replacement of the school boiler. Following the
explosion of a school boiler in Kyiv several years ago in which a number of
school children were killed, the Ukrainian government introduced a new
regulation requiring that all school boilers be housed in buildings separate from
those used by children. The Ministry of Education was ordered to cover the
costs of such renovations in every school, but it lacks the funds to do so.
Nonetheless, local fire departments are threatening closure of schools if boilers
are not relocated. The Jewish community has decided to relocate the school
boiler to a separate structure at a cost estimated at between $50,000 and
$70,000; they do not know if reimbursement from the state with be forthcoming.
As he has done in previous years, Mr. Skarakhod expressed the hope that the
Jewish community will find funding sources for construction of a fourth campus
building. The new building, he said,
should include larger and more
sophisticated facilities for sports and
for art, and also include space for
student clubs and extra-curricular
activities.
Girls in the kindergarten class of the
machon use playground equipment
during recess without any adult supervision. When one of the youngsters fell
from the apparatus seen at left, Mr.
Skarakhod, who happened to be in the
area, came to her aid. No teacher or
other adult worker in the machon observed the incident. The child was not hurt.
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At its peak, in the late 1990s, the Dnipropetrovsk Jewish day school enrolled
approximately 700 pupils. Reflecting Jewish demographic patterns, enrollment
has declined over the last several years. School opened in fall with 630 pupils,
said Mr. Skarakhod; 40 youngsters emigrated with their families, most to Israel,
during the school year. Their departure was partially offset by enrollment during
the school year of ten new pupils. Enrollment will decline even further next fall,
said Mr. Skarakhod, because the school has made a decision to sharply reduce
the number of new pupils who are not halakhically Jewish, i.e., youngsters whose
mother is not Jewish. The current non-halakhically Jewish enrollment may be as
high as 30 percent, he continued, a proportion that is changing the character of
the school. Therefore, the school probably will have only one first grade class
next year (instead of two). It also will limit the enrollment of older nonhalakhically Jewish youngsters who return to the city with their families from
Israel. This policy may be difficult to express in an open manner because, as a
public school, the school should appear to be available to everyone. A further
complication is that, in some cases, the school cannot determine the true
backgrounds of some pupils; identification papers have been lost and others
have been forged in the turmoil that has afflicted the country during the last
century. Some families really do not know their own history, and others find
reasons for, and ways of, inventing fictional histories.
13. Rabbi Meir Stambler is President of the Beit Chana Women’s Pedagogical
Seminary and Chairman of the Governing Council of the Federation of Jewish
Communities of Ukraine (Федерация иудейских общин Украины). The
Federation is an umbrella group embracing most Chabad activities in Ukraine; it
is a branch of the larger Federation of Jewish Communities of the C.I.S., which
covers most Chabad operations in all of the post-Soviet successor states.
Beit Chana was established in 1995 and currently enrolls 170 young women in
its different programs. Girls who enter the seminary after ninth grade usually
follow a four-year curriculum; those who enter after completion of the eleventh
grade pursue a three-year course of studies. Graduates are certified by both
Ukrainian and Israeli education authorities to work in one of three fields: early
childhood education (pre-school and primary grades), early childhood music
education, or child care. An agreement was reached in 2002 with the Crimean
State Humanities Institute for new joint four- and five-year courses leading to
Bachelor’s degrees in education with a specialty in teaching Hebrew as a second
language. Eventually, Beit Chana hopes to offer its own Bachelor’s degree
program.
The academic program of Beit
Chana is housed in a former preschool. Officials hope to expand
the structure according to the
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architectural drawing shown at right. However, no funding exists for expansion of the
current premises. A separate building serves as a dormitory.

According to Rabbi Stambler, between 20 percent and 30 percent of Beit Chana
students are not halakhically Jewish upon entrance to the institution. However,
he continued, the fact that all students live in one dormitory and are under close
supervision at Beit Chana facilitates their conversion to Judaism during their
time at the seminary. Faculty members are able to work with each young woman
as an individual and to supervise her conversion course.41
Seventy-four graduates of Beit Chana now are working in Chabad day schools
throughout the post-Soviet states, said Rabbi Stambler. About 20 graduates
work in other Jewish settings, for example, as Hebrew teachers in Jewish
Agency ulpans, in the post-Soviet states. Others have gone to Israel or to
Germany, where they also work as teachers in various Jewish institutions.
Beit Chana takes great pride in its Center for Information Technology, which
was installed with substantial assistance from ORT. The Center teaches basic
computer technology, computer skills for teachers, computer education
methodology, development of multimedia teaching materials, and related skills.
The Jewish Agency for Israel recently established a video-conferencing center
at Beit Chana, a program that is available to others in Dnipropetrovsk as well.
Beit Chana uses the video-conferencing facility mainly for seminars with
instructors in Israel.
Third- and fourth-year students at Beit Chana spend seven weeks in Israel,
learning at Orot Israel College, a religious Zionist institution for young women.
En route to Israel, the students spend four days in Poland, studying the
Holocaust.
Jointly with Ohr Avner, the Chabad education authority, Beit Chana operates
Beyachad (Hebrew, Together), a program of continuing education for Beit
Chana graduates out in the field. Beyachad holds several seminars annually,
provides methodological support by Internet, and publishes pedagogical
literature, including material about holidays and teaching guides.
Beit Chana also has developed a Special Needs Education Resource Center
that provides 30 youngsters with various disabilities with learning sessions,
different therapies, and socializing opportunities several days each week.42 Most
of these youngsters are effectively excluded from public school programs
because few public school systems in Ukraine offer special education, few public
41

Beit Chana readily acknowledges difficulties in finding qualified Jewish young women eager to
enroll in their programs. See the author’s Jewish Community Life in Eastern Ukraine, April 12-28,
2002, p. 19.
42

Space limitations prohibit daily participation by youngsters.
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buildings of any kind in Ukraine are handicapped-accessible, and transportation
generally is not available. The Center hosts a special-needs education course
for Beit Chana students and provides students with opportunities for practice
teaching and volunteer activity in a special-needs framework.
The special needs program was initiated in 1999 with support from individuals in
the Boston area who are active in the Boston-Dnipropetrovsk kehilla relationship.
The Boston partners have provided various forms of assistance to the
Dnipropetrovsk center, including teaching materials and equipment, a speciallyequipped van for transportation, encouragement and advice for a family support
program, and linkages to various educational programs, relevant organizations,
and foundations in the United States and Israel.
Beit Chana maintains a website at www.bethana.com.ua. The site is available in
Russian, English, and Hebrew versions.
14. Referring to the 18 Ukrainian day schools in the Ohr Avner education
program of the Federation of Jewish Communities of Ukraine (Федерация
иудейских общин Украины), Rabbi Meir Stambler said that only six such
schools currently receive financial support from the Israeli Ministry of Education
Hephzibah project. He hopes that new Jewish Agency leadership of this
project will bring experienced Israeli teachers to the other 12 Ohr Avner schools
in Ukraine as well; all of these schools, he said, need “senior master teachers”
from Israel. Overall, Rabbi Stambler believes that Jewish Agency management
of the program is a positive development because there is “more
professionalism” in Sochnut diaspora Jewish education than is the case in the
Israeli Ministry of Education.
15. Rabbi Yossi Glick directs children’s and youth programs for the Jewish
community, including dormitories that accommodate youngsters from unstable
home situations.43 The girls’ residence, which has a capacity of approximately
28 girls, currently houses 16 girls. Forty boys live in very crowded conditions in
the boys’ home, which has a designated capacity of 38. (On occasion, said
Rabbi Glick, as many as 45 boys have resided in the structure, a former
synagogue.) Rabbi Glick, Rabbi Kaminezki, and other Dnipropetrovsk leaders
43

Many such children are from single-parent families in which the custodial parent is an
alcoholic, narcotics addict, or suffers from psychological or other problems. Some parents are in
prison. Other children are in the legal custody of grandparents who find it difficult to cope with
active youngsters. Some families are overwhelmed by poverty. A few children are from small
villages and towns; they have been sent by their families to Dnipropetrovsk to take advantage of
greater educational opportunities, including the opportunity to learn about their Jewish heritage.
Similar programs exist in other Ukrainian cities, including Kyiv, Korosten, Zhytomyr, Odesa,
Donetsk, and Kharkiv; a second dormitory program opened in Kharkiv in 2003 (see below) and a
new program in Zaporizhya will open in September 2003.
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have considered various measures to address the overcrowding in the boys’
home; during the writer’s last visit, in November 2002, discussion centered on
development of a boys’ town campus on property to be obtained. However,
Rabbi Glick now believes that a large plot of land next to the dormitory will
become available in the near future. If so, the community will purchase the land
and build a large special-purpose residential facility immediately adjacent to the
current building. The current building will be renovated to provide room for
community offices and for recreation space for boys who live in the new
residence. The community currently has no funding for such a project, but Rabbi
Glick and Rabbi Kaminezki believe that money can be raised from individuals
interested in helping children. They probably will approach the British-based CIS
Development Fund, which has been successful in attracting support for children’s
homes in other Ukrainian
cities.44
In response to a
question, Rabbi Glick said that
most of the boys in the home
go to Israel upon completion of
the yeshiva high school in
Dnipropet-rovsk.45
In Israel,
some enter universities and
other enroll in yeshivas.
Four residents of the girls’ home
are seen in the photo at left. Most
are enrolled in the machon section of the Jewish day school. They also participate in
several after-school activities, including music and sports.

In a late afternoon visit to the girls’ home, the writer found 12 of the 16 girls
present. The other four, she was told, were at a gymnastics class and would
return soon. Fifteen of the 16 girls resided at the home during the writer’s last
visit in November 2002. Since that time, the girls said, one of the older girls had
gone to the United States to join her grandmother who had settled there.
Another girl would leave during the summer with her mother to live in Israel, and
a 15-year old would join the Na’aleh (high school) program in Israel. Several
younger girls expressed the desire to join Na’aleh as soon as they are old
enough. Two of the older girls were preparing to leave the home and become
Beit Chana students. One new girl had entered the home since September.

44

See p. 10 for further information on the CIS Development Fund.
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Boys from the dormitory constitute the majority of pupils in the yeshiva program of the day
school. One of the reasons why all are enrolled in the yeshiva, said Rabbi Kaminezki on an
earlier occasion, is that the extended day of the yeshiva program assures that all boys are
occupied in constructive activity from early morning until late in the afternoon.
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The girls spoke enthusiastically of the various programs available to them. They
had especially fond memories of celebrating Pesach in the Crimea, where they
had been taken by the machon principal and her family.
Rabbi Glick also supervises a food parcel program in which 75 families receive
food parcels once or twice each month. Twenty-five of these families have
children enrolled in the day school. Thirty-eight additional families also are
Jewish, but have elected to send their children to other, non-Jewish schools.
Also, at the request of city welfare authorities, the food parcel program includes
12 non-Jewish families who need such assistance.
Tsivos Hashem, the Chabad youth organization, also operates a social welfare
program that serves local street children, the majority of whom are not Jewish.
A small bus cruises a specific route in the city two evenings each week, seeking
out homeless children. The youngsters live in abandoned buildings, sewers,
heating conduits, and similar places. Some have run away from state
institutions. Some steal or beg to stay alive, others manage to find occasional
work as messengers, porters, or cleaners.
The Tsivos Hashem bus was
donated by supporters in Great
Neck, NY. At the top of the bus
above the windows are the words
Bus of Kindness and Mercy. The
bottom panel depicts various
services offered to children;
writing over the rear wheel says
that the services are offered in
memory of children who died in
the Holocaust.

The bus makes three stops each evening, always at the same places. Street
children know the route and are waiting for the bus. Youngsters enter the bus
and sit on bench seats that are arranged along the inside walls of the vehicle.
They are given hot food, as well as additional food in plastic bags during each
visit; on some evenings, they also are given clothing, shoes, or other items.
The bus is staffed by a driver, whose salary is paid by Tsivos Hashem, and two
professionals -- usually a psychologist or social service worker and a lawyer. In
all, five professionals staff the program, attempting to help their young clients
enroll in residential schools or training programs, find jobs, or obtain necessary
medical care. If a Jewish youngster is found, the Jewish community tries to
absorb him or her in the community residences for children. The professionals
are employed by the city.
Between 40 and 60 youngsters visit the bus each of the two evenings it is on the
route. Seventy percent of these street children are boys, most between eight
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and 16 years old. Some youngsters who have left homes in the city will return to
their former homes to pick up a younger sibling and bring him or her to the bus
for food and clothing, said Rabbi Glick. Many of the youngsters exude an odor of
glue, which they sniff on the streets.
Rabbi Glick said that municipal authorities are trying much harder now to
rehabilitate children in distress than was the case five years ago. They are much
more professional. Facilities and programs remain inadequate, but conditions
improve every year. Staff in children’s residential centers no longer steal food
from the children, said Rabbi Glick.
Although some city officials initially were suspicious of Tsivos Hashem motives in
providing this service, they now have embraced the program and work with
Tsivos Hashem. The project succeeds, said Rabbi Glick, only because Tsivos
Hashem and municipal authorities work together.
When the bus is not used in the street children service project, it is used by
youngsters in the boys’ and girls’ residences. The bus takes them to swimming
lessons and other activities.
16. The All-Ukraine Research and Educational Center, known as Tkuma
(Hebrew, Renaissance or Rebirth), is a nationally certified center for research
and education about the Holocaust. The major focus of the Center is on the
Holocaust in eastern Ukraine, but its work also covers other areas in Ukraine and
in eastern Europe. The center sponsors
research on the Holocaust, prepares teaching
methodology and materials, publishes an
academic journal and a bulletin, and brings
together research scholars and others for
conferences on the Shoah. It is concerned
with the Holocaust itself and with contemporary antisemitism.
Holocaust Studies is published once annually by
Tkumah. The first issue, published in 2002, is
195 pages in length and includes 14 Russianlanguage articles by scholars from Ukraine,
Russia, Belarus, Poland, and Israel on various
topics related to the Holocaust and to
contemporary antisemitism. Brief summaries of
each article appear in English.

Tkumah is supported by the Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish Community of
Dnipropetrovsk, the Joint Distribution Committee, and the Conference on
Jewish Material Claims against Germany. It is considered the most advanced
institution of its kind in Ukraine, in part because of its own strengths and in part
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due to issues impeding the development of a similar institution in Kyiv, the
nation’s capital. In Kyiv, the dispute over development of a Holocaust research
center at Babi Yar and fractiousness among various individuals studying the
Holocaust have seriously harmed Kyiv-based Holocaust research and
education.46
The Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish Community of Dnipropetrovsk has secured
a commitment of $1.5 million from one of its local major donors toward the
construction of a significant structure to be known as the Tkuma Holocaust
Museum, Education, and Research Center, which will be located adjacent to
the Golden Rose Choral Synagogue. The building, which will include a wing
extending in back of the synagogue and the Jewish Community Center, will be
three stories in height and will include exhibition halls, an auditorium, library,
children’s section, classrooms, and workspace for researchers and other staff.
Construction of the facility will
begin as soon as the Joint
Distribution Committee and the
Claims
Conference
come
forward with the additional $1
million necessary to complete
the project.
An artist’s rendering shows the
planned Tkuma Holocaust Museum, Education, and Research
Center next to the Golden Rose
Choral Synagogue. The JCC is in
back of the synagogue.

The writer spoke with Igor Schupak, Director of Tkuma, in his office in the sixroom apartment currently housing the organization. Mr. Schupak outlined the
most recent seminars sponsored by Tkuma. These include one entitled The
Second International Scholars Conference on the Holocaust in Ukraine: History
and Context, which was held in October 2002 and attracted 200 participants from
several different countries, including Germany and the United States, and
another entitled The First International Academic Conference on Holocaust
Issues in Ukraine, which was held in December 2002 with 150 historians,
philosophers, and writers. The second conference featured a very active
pedagogical section that included many teachers and communal workers from
the region. In March 2003, Tkuma sponsored two workshops for secondary
school history teachers, each attracting 25 participants. In May 2003, Tkuma cosponsored a seminar in Kyiv with the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences; the
subject of the seminar was the history of Jews in Ukraine before World War II.
46

See pp. 5-6 of this report.
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Several highly respected historians participated, including several associated
with Ukrainian nationalism.
Mr. Schupak said that Tkuma maintains very good relations with a number of
universities and institutions, including the Academy of Sciences and the Ministry
of Education in Ukraine, and Bar-Ilan University, Hebrew University, and Yad
Vashem in Israel. Tkuma also works with local Holocaust research professionals
in various Ukrainian cities, including Kharkiv and Zaporizhya. Additionally,
Tkuma has met with Bulgarians, Greeks, and Armenians, all of whom have
issues with Turkey. Interaction with Poland, said Mr. Schupak, has not been
fruitful because Poles are consumed by their own interpretation of the Holocaust
and World War II.
Together with Felix Levitas of International Solomon University in Kyiv, Mr.
Schupak is writing a high school textbook on the Holocaust. Mr. Schupak is the
author of a five-page section on the Holocaust in a
common Ukrainian history textbook used by pupils in
the eleventh grade.

Igor Schupak, who is a native of nearby Zaporizhya,
believes that many Ukrainian specialists are as
competent in conducting research on the Holocaust as
are their better recognized counterparts in other
countries.
Unfortunately, he continued, few local
scholars speak or write English well so their work does
not receive the attention that it deserves.

17. Igor Romanov is Director of the regional office of the Union of Jewish
Religious Communities (Объединение юдейских религиозных общин),
the Chabad religious organization in Ukraine. Twenty such offices exist in
Ukraine, each representing a region in which a Chabad rabbi works. The
Dnipropetrovsk region includes Dnipropetrovsk, Kirovohrad, and Cherkasy
oblasts.47

47

Inclusion of Cherkasy oblast in this region is anomalous. Because it shares a border with Kyiv
oblast, most organizations service it from their Kyiv offices.
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The role of the regional office is to reach out to Jews in small towns that do not
have resident rabbis. The largest Jewish population in any of these towns is
about 3,000, said Mr. Romanov. Chabad operates seders for small town
residents at Pesach, sponsors seminars (often in the form of trips to places of
Jewish interest), organizes Birthright trips to Israel for young adults, and arranges
attendance at Chabad summer camps for children.
Mr. Romanov’s office played a key role in the recent distribution of surplus
United States government food in the Dnipropetrovsk region.48 The office was
required to obtain warehouse space throughout the region, said Mr. Romanov,
and distributed the food to pensioners, chronically ill individuals, children’s
institutions, and hospitals. The project earned considerable good will for both the
Jewish community and the United States, added Mr. Romanov.
Regarding Jewish life in small towns in a general sense, Mr. Romanov said
that the Jewish population is decreasing in all of these towns. Many non-Jews
are leaving as well. The Ukrainian government must take action to preserve the
farming industry if these towns are to retain their populations. People leave
because they see no opportunities for themselves in these places. Perhaps 70
percent of the Jewish population in the periphery is elderly, said Mr. Romanov.
Younger Jews go away to universities or other post-secondary school institutions
and do not return. However, he commented, middle-aged and older Jews will
remain in many of these towns for some time.
In response to a question about antisemitism in small towns, Mr. Romanov
said that the situation is quite different from the Soviet period in which
antisemitism was state-sponsored and widespread. Antisemitism no longer is
sponsored by the state, but some antisemitism exists “on the street” (по улице).
Some people are very envious of the services provided by the Jewish community
to Jewish seniors or by the Joint Distribution Committee in its Mazel Tov program
for young Jewish children. They show their frustration at lack of access to these
services by making antisemitic comments. Others, continued Mr. Romanov,
understand that Jews organize to help themselves and accept the situation.
Some Jewish cemeteries in small towns have been vandalized. In some cases,
the motives may be financial as iron fences surrounding individual or family plots
have been taken; these can be sold as scrap metal, said Mr. Romanov. In other
cases, antisemitic slogans or drawings have been spray-painted on monuments
or walls. Community buildings have been subject to vandalism in several towns.
Many smaller communities have no funds for repairs or preventive security, said
Mr. Romanov, citing several recent incidents in the town of Nikopol.

48

See p. 10.
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18. Ariel Datel is Consul General of the State of Israel and Director of the Israel
Cultural Center in Dnipropetrovsk. Under current circumstances, the Consulate
and the ICC are under the supervision of Nativ (formerly known as Lishkat
Hakesher), an entity attached to the Office of the Prime Minister of the State of
Israel, rather than to the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs.49 However, Mr. Datel
also is accredited to the Embassy of Israel in Kyiv as an attaché.
Mr. Datel spoke with some satisfaction of seminars that the Consulate had
concluded recently, repeating a program in Krivyy Rig and in Dnipropetrovsk.
Local non-Jewish leaders -- public officials, journalists, and university professors
-- from the host cities and surrounding towns had participated in a round table
discussion on Israel. Speakers included officials from the Embassy of Israel in
Kyiv and Ukrainian specialists on the Middle East. Mr. Datel believed that the
seminars were very successful.
Consul Datel also is pleased with the high level of cooperation and
collaboration between various Jewish organizations in Dnipropetrovsk. As is
the case with all holidays, the Consulate/ICC worked together with the
Philanthropic Fund, the Jewish Agency, and JDC in the recent celebration of
Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israeli Independence Day).
Many community groups, noted Mr. Datel, are encountering serious economic
difficulties. He noted the “impossibility” of charging people for the services that
they receive from different organizations. For example, he said the hesed cannot
charge impoverished older people for the meals or other services that it provides.
Similarly, no admission fee was charged for participation in the festivities marking
Yom Ha’atzmaut. The average monthly salary in Dnipropetrovsk, he said, is $80,
and pensions are much lower. Therefore, community organizations must provide
all programs at no charge to consumers, a situation that places a significant
burden on the organizations.
Mr. Datel was generous in his praise of rabbis in the region under the purview
of his office.50 Rabbi Shmuel Kaminezki’s accomplishments in Dnipropetrovsk
are well known, but Rabbi Nochum Ehrentroi also is building an “empire” in
Zaporizhya, a welcome development. Mr. Datel also praised Rabbi Liron Edri in
Krivyy Rig and Rabbi Levi Stambler in Dniprodzerzhinsk.51 Day schools,
dormitories for children at risk and from small towns, synagogues, and other
49

See pp. 4-5.
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The region covered by the Dnipropetrovsk office of Nativ stretches from Dniprodzerzhinsk in
the north to Berdyansk in the south and from Kremenchuk and Kirovograd in the west to Tokmak
in the east. Regional demarcations of the Jewish Agency and the Joint Distribution Committee
are somewhat different.
51

The writer describes visits to Krivyy Rig and Zaporizhya below.
Plans to visit
Dniprodzerzhinsk were changed after Rabbi Levi Stambler developed a minor health problem.
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Jewish institutions all help to build Jewish identity and will encourage aliyah. The
key to aliyah, he continued, is good day schools. The Israeli government has
provided assistance to day schools, the Birthright program, and other forms of
Jewish education that encourage aliyah.
Regarding the then impending transfer of the formal education portfolio from
Nativ/Ministry of Education to the Jewish Agency, Mr. Datel said that he would
prefer that formal education remain within the purview of the Israeli government;
however, he continued, the Jewish Agency also is Israel-oriented so, if the
transfer is to be made, it is fine that the portfolio will become the responsibility of
the Jewish Agency. The Israel Culture Center has a very close and productive
working relationship with the Jewish Agency in Dnipropetrovsk, he added.
His office, said Mr. Datel, supervises 17 Sunday schools in the region (in
addition to the day schools). Each of the 17 school has an average of 40 pupils;
the total number of pupils is about 700. Operating concurrently with the Sunday
schools for children are classes for parents in Hebrew (ulpans) and the history of
Israel. Specialists from Dnipropetrovsk and from Kyiv lead Jewish and Israeli
holiday celebrations at these schools. Local individuals teach the regular
classes, said Mr. Datel; however, he continued, it is very difficult to find qualified
teachers in smaller cities.
Consul Datel said that the level of aliyah is more dependent on economic factors
than on the level of violence in Israel. Local Jews, he said, know “everything”
about Israel from relatives already living there; if local Jews believe it will be
difficult for them to find work and affordable housing in Israel, they simply will not
go to Israel. Another aliyah problem is the attraction of Germany, which offers far
more generous welfare benefits than does Israel. In common with others, Mr.
Datel said that he has seen conflicts erupt between adolescents and young
adults and their parents over emigration destinations. The parents, who may be
middle-aged with only modest opportunities for gainful employment in Israel,
want to go to Germany, where the welfare system will provide them with a
middle-class lifestyle without work. Adolescent and young adult children who
have been exposed to Israel through Jewish day schools or informal Jewish
education activities want to go to Israel.
19. The Jewish Agency for Israel (known to many English-speakers as JAFI
and to most people in the post-Soviet states as Sochnut, the first word of its
name in Hebrew) maintains a large presence in Dnipropetrovsk, a source of
significant aliyah to Israel. The writer spoke with Ilana Lipkin, head of the
Dnipropetrovsk delegation, and several other members of the JAFI staff.
Aliyah to Israel from the Dnipropetrovsk region decreased to 950 individuals in
2002, said Ms. Lipkin. The major reasons for the decline are the economy in
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Israel and fear that the then forthcoming war in Iraq would have some spillover
into Israel.
Notwithstanding the decreased aliyah, she continued, the number of people
who visit the Jewish Agency office continues to grow. JAFI operates many
programs, most of which attract new participants on a regular basis. In addition
to traditional Hebrew ulpans, JAFI enrolls a growing number of individuals in
courses offered by the Open University of Israel. Many students participate
through conventional correspondence courses, but JAFI in Dnipropetrovsk
enrolls 65 percent of all Open University participants throughout the post-Soviet
states who participate online. Use of computers enables many people in smaller
towns, who do not have access to qualified local tutors, to study with instructors
in Israel. Students prepare by reading Russian-language textbooks and then
gather in an Internet café in their town to hear a lecture; follow-up is by e-mail
contact with lecturers and Open University coordinators.
JAFI gave video conferencing equipment to the local Jewish community. This
equipment is now housed at Beit Chana Women’s Pedagogical Seminary,
where it is used by students and by groups of teachers and other individuals to
connect with instructors and others in Israel.52 Although Sochnut’s assumption
of responsibility for formal education in the post-Soviet states is not yet official
[at the time of the writer’s visit], it is working with day school teachers in
Dnipopetrovsk, Dniprodzerzhinsk, Zaporizhya, Krivyy Rig, and Kirovograd to
improve methodology in the teaching of Hebrew and Jewish subjects.
A new Hebrew song club attracting 15 to 30 participants every Sunday is just
one of the new activities stretching the capacity of current JAFI space in a
Dnipropetrovsk hotel. Additionally, JAFI offers many standard clubs; its student
club enrolls more Jewish students than
any other Jewish student group in the
city. Ms. Lipkin is currently looking for
new facilities with ulpan classrooms and
multi-purpose space that will accommodate the broad range of JAFI activities
more comfortably.
A native of Kharkiv, Ilana Lipkin became
involved in Zionist activities while a university
student in Moscow. She met her husband,
Matvei (Mordechai) Lipkin, there and they
subsequently married and, in 1988, made
aliyah. Mordechai Lipkin, a noted artist, was
killed in a terrorist attack in 1993. They had
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four sons, now all of school age; the boys are with Ms. Lipkin in Dnipropetrovsk.

The Dnipropetrovsk JAFI office plans to operate four overnight summer camp
sessions in the Crimea in 2003 in cooperation with the Zaporizhya JAFI
representation.53 Two camp sessions will enroll preteens and teens, and one will
focus on university students. A fourth camp session will be open to younger
children between the ages of six and 11; they will come to camp with their
mothers.
Additionally, JAFI will operate week-long day camps in both
Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhya. Because of ongoing budgetary pressures, the
length of all JAFI summer camps has been cut from year to year; the sessions
now are only seven and one-half days in length. Nonetheless, said Ms. Lipkin,
summer camps even of such short duration build Jewish identity and thus fulfill
one of the central objectives of JAFI. A total of 1,000 children and young adults
from the Dnipropetrovsk/Zaporizhya region and from Crimea are expected to
participate in these camp sessions.
JAFI in Dnipropetrovsk continues to send many young people to the Na’aleh
(high school) and Sela (university) programs in Israel. This past year, candidates
were invited to a camp session in Simferopol (Crimea) where they were tested
and evaluated by staff in an informal setting. The week-long camp eliminated
much of the tension apparent in previous one-day testing procedures and
resulted in much higher acceptance rates for both programs.
Sochnut is expanding its work in small towns as Jews in these smaller
population centers constitute an increasingly large proportion of those who
emigrate to Israel. JAFI aliyah coordinators visit these areas on a regular basis.
Children and young adults from these towns are recruited for summer camps and
other programs. Although it is difficult to find qualified Hebrew and Jewish
studies teachers in smaller population centers, Beit Chana students and wives
of rabbis often are very helpful in these positions. JAFI provides consulting
services to local people who operate Sunday schools and other programs in
these areas with small Jewish populations.
In all endeavors, JAFI seeks to work collaboratively with the local Jewish
community, JDC and Nativ, synagogues, and Jewish schools. In Dnipropetrovsk,
all Jewish organizations work together under the leadership of Rabbi Shmuel
Kaminezki.
Ms. Lipkin finds that many local Jews remain reluctant to speak with
strangers, particularly with Israelis.
Even those who may be interested in
learning more about Israel and, possibly, making aliyah sometimes are fearful of
taking the first step. Therefore, JAFI must take the initiative and reach out to all
Jews.
53

See p. 75.
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Kharkiv
20. Kharkiv is the second largest city in Ukraine, its population numbering
approximately 1.5 million people. The city has a strong industrial base, including
significant defense and technology sectors, and also hosts more than 25
institutions of higher education. The capital of Ukraine from 1921 to 1934,
Kharkiv often seems more sophisticated than many other cities in the country.
Kharkiv lies close to the Russian border and its population is highly Russified.54
21. The Jewish population of the city probably is between 25,000 and 30,000,
perhaps somewhat larger than that of Odesa. Until recently, it has been badly
fragmented due to (1) a dispute over control of the choral synagogue, and (2) a
coarse and abrasive approach by a major international Jewish organization to
resolving internal problems.55
22. The most noteworthy event in Jewish Kharkiv during the last year has been
the re-opening of the massive choral synagogue, the largest synagogue in all
54

One observer, a native Russian speaker, with long experience in both Russia and Ukraine,
believes that people in Kharkiv speak better Russian than do many in the Moscow and St.
Petersburg intelligentsia. Although Kharkiv is highly Russified, continued the observer, those in
the city who speak Ukrainian are highly accomplished in that language as well.

55

Control over the city’s grand choral synagogue was contested throughout most of the 1990’s
between its presiding rabbi, Rabbi Moshe Moskowitz (Chabad), and a local man, Eduard Khodos,
who represented the World Union for Progressive Judaism. With the building divided between
the two men, many local Jews were reluctant to visit the premises for any type of religious or
community programming, lest they become entangled in the ongoing conflict. After increasingly
bizarre behavior, culminating in an arson attack against the synagogue in 1998, Mr. Khodos was
removed from its premises by municipal authorities and the entire building was turned over to
Chabad.

Aggressive actions in 2001 by a regional director of the American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee to replace key staff members of the local hesed, Jewish community center, and Hillel
student group generated great hostility among local Jews and resulted in a fundamental distrust
of JDC. Many Kharkiv Jews say that the tension between JDC and the local Jewish population
has abated since then, largely because the offending Joint employee has been less visible.
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of the post-Soviet states and one of the largest in Europe, on May 19. About
1,200 people attended the opening ceremony.
Built in 1913 during the waning years of the tsarist period, the synagogue was
confiscated by the state and used as a sports facility during the Soviet period. Its
large prayer hall became a basketball court. A boxing ring was in its basement.
Renovated space now includes classrooms for a girls’ machon and boys’
yeshiva, a large dining hall for the machon and yeshiva pupils as well as for
elderly Jews, a computer center, and various club rooms.
Beis Menachem Choral Synagogue in Kharkiv
The interior of the cupola and the area
surrounding the top row of windows are
painted in different shades of azure blue. The
central section with pillars and arches on each
side of the upper ark encasement is painted in
white. The remainder of the walls are painted
in pale yellow. Such coloring is traditional in
classic Russian and Ukrainian buildings.
George Rohr, who
contributed the largest single gift to
renovation of the
synagogue is pictured at left. The
words on the placard are “Synagogue Beis Menachem,” in reference
to the late Chabad
leader, Rabbi Menachem
Mendel
Schneerson.
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Three generations of the Moskowitz family are seen at the
synagogue opening In the picture
at right. Mendel Moskowitz, 13
years old, is at far left, and his
father, Rabbi Moshe Moskowitz
stands at far right. Rabbi Moskowitz is the Chief Rabbi of Kharkiv
and presides over the newly
renovated synagogue.
Nissan
Moskowitz, a former cantor and
the father of Rabbi Moskowitz,
stands in the center.
Nissan
Moskowitz came to Kharkiv from
his home in Caracas for the
synagogue dedication. The three
Moskowitz men sang several
songs, including one in Spanish.
(Photos: The two larger photos are provided by Kharkiv Chabad.)

George Rohr, an American contributor to Orthodox Judaism in the post-Soviet
states, provided a large portion of the $2.5 million necessary to restore the
building. Other significant donors include local businessmen Boris Feldman and
Anatoly Girshfeld, as well as Levi Levayev, the Tashkent-born oligarch who is the
largest single supporter of the Chabad Federation of Jewish Communities in
the post-Soviet states and Ohr Avner, the Federation’s education venture. The
Global Jewish Assistance and Relief Network, a Chabad-associated
organization based in New York, contributed all appliances, equipment, and
furniture for the kitchen and 150-seat dining hall. In addition to Mr. Feldman and
Mr. Girshman, a number of other local Jewish businessmen made smaller but
significant gifts to the project.56
In a conversation several days after the reopening of the synagogue, Rabbi
Moshe Moskowitz commented that the May 19 ceremony was “a dream come
true,” occurring after so many years of confrontation with Eduard Khodos57 over
56

Kharkiv native Vadym Rabynovych, the founder and self-appointed leader of United Jewish
Community of Ukraine, attended the opening ceremony and made very brief remarks from the
bima. A wealthy man, Mr. Rabynovych is banned from entering the United States, Great Britain,
and several other countries due to allegations of involvement in organized crime, narcotics
trafficking, selling weapons to rogue states, and contract murders. Mr. Rabynovych, who spends
most of his time in Kyiv, was not asked to contribute to the synagogue reconstruction and did not
offer to do so.

57

Mr. Khodos, who now divides his time between Kharkiv and Kyiv, has not visited the
synagogue since the Kharkiv municipality expelled him from its premises in 1998. He has
recently published the third volume in his series Jewish Syndrome. He supports Ukrainian
nationalism, denies that the Holocaust occurred, and promotes the notorious forgery The
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control of the premises. The synagogue’s vast size and its central location in the
city accord it great significance. Members of the city intelligentsia and a large
number of tour groups already have visited it and learned of its history.
23. The stature of Rabbi Moshe Moskowitz as the leader of Kharkiv Jewry
appears to have grown at a rate commensurate with progress in renovation of
the synagogue. Concurrently, he has nurtured a support organization, United
Jewish Community of Kharkiv, that is providing much-needed funding for
several community endeavors. Although the organization does not appear to be
as advanced as its counterparts in Dnipropetrovsk and Donetsk, it is nonetheless
making an impact on local Jewish life.
About 20 individuals, said Rabbi Moskowitz, are members of the board of United
Jewish Community of Kharkiv. Boris Feldman and Anatoly Girshfeld, the two
men who contributed so generously to renovation of the synagogue, are the
leaders of the organization. As is the case in other cities with such organizations,
board members make their contributions to the organization on a monthly basis.
About 15 additional local Jews contribute less frequently, but also make fairly
substantial gifts. Many others contribute smaller amounts once a year. Among
the regular donors, added Rabbi Moskowitz, is a non-Jewish individual who
comes into the synagogue once each month to make a $1,000 gift. Rabbi
Moskowitz said that he does not know why the non-Jewish man is so generous
to the Jewish community.
Regarding decision-making responsibilities of the board, Rabbi Moskowitz
said that board members play a critical role in deciding major issues, such as
renovation of the synagogue. Now that the interior has been completed, the next
issue will be repairing the façade of the synagogue. Board participation in
decision-making about the synagogue exterior, said Rabbi Moskowitz, will be
extensive. However, he continued, the board is not really active in decisions
about day-to-day operations of the Chabad community, preferring to leave such
questions to him.
Sometimes board members propose major projects, said Rabbi Moskowitz. For
example, one board member has suggested
that the community open a trade school for
Jewish boys who might be more comfortable
with a job training program rather than with a
traditional academic curriculum.
Such a
school, which might be located in the newly
recovered second synagogue (see below),
would offer training in carpentry, metal
Protocols of the Elders of Zion. He has had no relationship with the World Conference for
Progressive Judaism since he was ejected from the synagogue by the Kharkiv municipality.
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working, printing, and other skills. Rabbi Moskowitz commented that the board
member’s proposal may be related to the fact that he needs skilled workers in a
factory that he owns, but such personal motivation does not necessarily
invalidate the idea.
Rabbi Moshe Moskowitz, Chief Rabbi of Kharkiv, was born in Caracas and has been in
Kharkiv since 1990. He thinks that local Jews who have attained middle class status
might want some donor relationship with the Jewish community; he believes that local
organizations, such as the synagogue, are more attractive to them than are
organizations controlled by foreigners, such as the hesed.

While speaking with the writer, Rabbi Moskowitz received word of the death of an
elderly man who had worked in the synagogue. Telephone calls regarding a
funeral and burial followed. Many families cannot afford proper burials,
commented Rabbi Moskowitz, and many elderly live alone without any relatives
at all. The Jewish community provides free burials in a section that it maintains
in a larger cemetery, said Rabbi Moskowitz. It employs a small crew of
individuals to clean and guard the Jewish section around the clock because
cemetery supervisors will sell Jewish community plots to non-Jews if they sense
even a slight level of neglect by the Jewish community.
24. The municipality returned a structure built as a synagogue to the Jewish
community in February 2003. Confiscated by Soviet authorities in 1930 and
used since then as a government office building, the recovered synagogue will
be renovated and used mainly as a yeshiva boarding school for boys and for
several community welfare services. Immediately upon receipt of the former
synagogue, the community moved some yeshiva classes from the choral
synagogue and a community pharmaceutical service (see below) into its
premises, fearing that the municipality or commercial organizations close to the
municipality might attempt to claim it if it appeared to be unused. Several rooms
on the second floor were
quickly turned into dormitory
space for about 16 older boys.
The stucco façade of the former
synagogue is painted in a nowfaded shade of red. The structure
at lower left is a corrugated metal
garage, which probably will be
torn down. The space on which it
stands may be redesigned as an
outdoor basketball court.
The
structure is centrally located and
within easy walking distance from
the choral synagogue.

Current plans call for the second floor to be remodeled into a yeshiva for boys,
including sleeping accommodations for about 25 youngsters (in rooms for four to
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eight boys) and classrooms. Other boys will commute to the yeshiva from their
homes in the city. The ground floor will include a prayer hall, dining room,
recreational space, and a community pharmacy.
No funding currently exists for such renovations, but donors to the reconstruction
of the choral synagogue were taken on escorted tours of the building when they
were in the city for the reopening of the choral synagogue. It is hoped that some
of them will contribute additional sums for renovation of the second synagogue
building. Additionally, Rabbi Moskowitz will approach other potential funding
sources that provided support for other school dormitories in Ukraine, including
the Pincus Fund for Jewish Education in the Diaspora of the Jewish Agency.
25. A community pharmaceutical service was recently established by Andrei
Shargorodsky, a native of Kharkiv who now lives in Philadelphia.
Mr.
Shargorodsky, who named the pharmacy in memory of his parents, provides
$15,000 annually to Global Jewish Assistance and Relief Network, a Chabadassociated organization with headquarters in Brooklyn, which transfers the funds
to Kharkiv. The pharmaceutical service currently has 497 clients, most of whom
are invalids, individuals and families who attend the synagogue, and youngsters
in the Chabad day school and yeshiva/machon.
Occupying a small suite of rooms in the second synagogue building, the
pharmaceutical service is open all day on Sundays and on Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons. An attending physician examines patients and, when
appropriate, refers them to specialists, such as ophthalmologists or
gynecologists. She writes some prescriptions herself and accepts others from
specialists. Clients receive a coupon for each prescription, which they take to a
designated pharmacy (Pharmacy #51) for fulfillment. The pharmacy, which is
located close to the choral synagogue, then bills the community pharmaceutical
service at the end of each month.
If patients require only over-the-counter medicines, the physician dispenses
these from a small supply provided by donors in Germany and other countries.
Office space is modest, including an examination room and basic diagnostic
equipment. Meticulous records contain information on patient diagnoses,
prescriptions, and cost of medicine.
In response to a question, the attending physician said that she sees between
eight and 22 patients every day. She showed the writer a notebook with letters
of gratitude from clients.
26. Upon the writer’s arrival in Kharkiv, Rabbi Moshe Moskowitz, who was
coordinating her schedule in the city, told her that Dani Gekkhtman, the
representative of the Joint Distribution Committee in Kharkiv and the
Betsy Gidwitz

Page 43

Copyright © 2007

surrounding area, apparently did not want to meet with her. Mr. Gekhtman would
not commit to a specific appointment, said Rabbi Moskowitz. Recalling her
experience with JDC in Dnipropetrovsk,58 the writer suggested to Rabbi
Moskowitz that his office cease attempting to arrange a meeting with Mr.
Gekhtman. During the writer’s most recent previous visit to Kharkiv, in May
2002, Mr. Gekhtman also declined to meet with her, claiming that he was
suffering from a cold.
27. Notwithstanding the refusal of Mr. Gekhtman to meet with the writer, Boris
Murashkovsky, director of the Kharkiv hesed, which is operated under JDC
auspices, welcomed the writer for her second visit in two years.
Mr.
Murashkovsky said that the current budget for hesed operations is the same as
that of the previous year. JDC imposed serious budgetary reductions on the
hesed in 2001-2002, but its allocation has remained stable since then. The
earlier budget cuts, he said, had forced the hesed to reduce services and to pay
the lowest possible salaries, he said. The employee roster remains at 320
individuals.
The hesed provides nutrition assistance to 7,000 people, overwhelmingly
elderly Jews. Five dining rooms in Kyiv and three in the periphery serve 650
individuals. Others receive home-delivered meals or food parcels, or participate
in the warm home program in which seniors with similar backgrounds gather one
or more days each week for dinner at the home of someone in their
neighborhood.
As he stated in 2002, Mr. Murashkovsky would like to open a senior housing
facility for those Jewish elderly most in need of supportive services. However,
no funding exists for such a program. Mr. Murashkovsky said that he is most
concerned about 19 or 20 older Jews who are blind or deaf and have no relatives
in the city. The patronage service (home care workers) provided through the
hesed is very helpful, he said, but it cannot provide the assistance that these
individuals require.
Another priority population for Mr. Murashkovsky is families in distress. He
cited a number of Jewish families, perhaps 18 to 20 who are known to the hesed,
who live in abject poverty, attempting to survive on $25 per month. Most such
families, he said, are headed by a single parent and include two or three children,
at least one of whom is an invalid or suffers from a chronic health condition, such
as anemia. Often, said Mr. Murashkovsky, the families deny that any problem
exists, even if a child’s ill health prevents attendance at school. The parent may
accept some clothing from the hesed for the children, but usually rejects any offer
of additional assistance. They are apprehensive about any changes in their lives
and fearful that they or their children might be labeled incompetent or
psychologically disturbed. Some also may be reluctant to identify with the Jewish
58

See p. 21.
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community, a problem that exists among the more stable and successful Jews as
well, added Mr. Murashkovsky.
The hesed, said Mr. Murashkovsky, lacks the resources to approach these
families in a systematic and sensitive manner. He would like to develop a minihesed for children that would serve the 20 to 30 most deprived Jewish children
in the city. Such a program would provide food, clothing, medical and
psychological care, education, Yiddishkeit, and job training for the parents.
The hesed actually is conducting a study of some 5,000 Jewish children in the
city, he said, and will develop some model programs that could be implemented
to serve groups with specific needs. If JDC will provide funding, the hesed will be
able to initiate these programs very quickly. However, Mr. Murashkovsky
observed, no infrastructure currently exists for children with problems. Similarly,
premises currently occupied by the hesed do not have suitable space for such
programs.
One of the bright spots that exists in his work, said Mr. Murashkovsky, is that
several hesed programs receive some assistance from other Jewish
organizations in the city. For example, members of the Jewish Agency
Simcha Youth Club visit isolated elderly Jews on a regular basis. The young
people read to the blind, run errands for homebound individuals, and just visit
with elderly Jews who have few socializing opportunities. The Jewish Agency,
he continued, also arranges occasional concerts for elderly Jews who visit the
hesed day center. Beit Dan, the local Jewish community center (see below),
brings children in the Mazal Tov program to visit seniors in the day center. The
Consulate General of Israel also provides some assistance, he said.
28. Boris Kagan, who directs Beit Dan, a Jewish community center operated
under the auspices of JDC, also greeted the author warmly, recalling an earlier
meeting one year previously. Beit Dan is housed in a recently renovated fourstory building that has no elevator.59
Mr. Kagan met the writer on the ground floor of the building, the largest section of
which is occupied by an ORT-designed computer center. The center consists
of two large classrooms, each with 14 workstations, a resource laboratory with
various sophisticated peripherals and accessories, and an office. The rooms are
pleasant and well-furnished. The center offers courses in basic computer skills,
graphics, Internet programming, word processing, and data base applications. At
59

The facility is named after Shaike Dan, born in Romania as Yeshayahu Trachtenberg, a
legendary figure in Israeli intelligence. He parachuted with others into Romania behind Nazi lines
during World War II to rescue Jewish prisoners and arrange their departure to pre-state Israel.
Following Israeli independence, Mr. Dan played a critical role in persuading Romanian dictator
Nicolae Ceaucescu to permit Romanian Jews to emigrate to Israel.
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the time of the writer’s visit, late on a weekday afternoon in May, a class for eight
to ten adults was being conducted in one of the classrooms. The remainder of
the facilities appeared unused.
The ORT computer center, said Mr. Kagan, operates separately from the rest of
the JCC. It is used only for instructional purposes, and it charges fees for its
various classes. It is not open to recreational or communications use by JCC
clients.60 Beit Dan itself, he continued, has one computer room with eight
workstations that is available for general use.
A tour of the facility included visits to an auditorium seating 70 people, a library,
small café, a small dance studio, a computer room, an early childhood center for
the Mazel Tov program, a kitchen for cooking classes and a small café, and club
rooms for various groups.61 The building is attractively decorated with murals by
a local artist depicting Ukrainian Jewish folk life and Israeli scenes.
Although numerous JCC personnel were in the building, the only visible clients
were six university-age young women who were practicing a dance routine in the
dance studio. The other rooms were empty, except for staff members and a few
youngsters who were children of staff members and were waiting for their
parents to finish work. Because the visit of the writer occurred at about 5:00
p.m., she asked Mr. Kagan about use of the facility by children after school. Mr.
Kagan responded that few schoolchildren use the
JCC because transportation to the building is difficult
and because the JCC has no sports facilities. The
busiest times at the center are evenings, when adults
come for dance lessons, and Sundays, when families
with young children come for various activities.62
Boris Kagan, director of the Beit Dan JCC, is at left,
standing in the JCC lobby in front of a photograph of
60

The restricted use of the ORT center is ironic in view of the history of the program. ORT had
agreed in the mid-1990’s to install the center at School #170 (the Chabad school, which is
described below), where it would be used in much the same manner that a similar facility is used
in the Chabad school in Dnipropetrovsk. (See pp. 22-23.) However, under pressure from JDC,
the Kharkiv computer center was re-directed to Beit Dan, where, according to JDC, it would be
used by a broader segment of the population than would be the case at the school. George
Rohr, who contributed so generously to the reconstruction of the synagogue in Kharkiv,
purchased computers and related equipment for School #170.

61

Among the club rooms is one for a student group. This activity is an attempt to duplicate the
Hillel student organization, which moved out of an earlier JCC building after the regional director
of JDC attempted to fire its director, an action that exceeded his authority and embittered Hillel
members. Hillel remains in separate quarters in the center of Kharkiv. See pp. 55-56.
62

Questions were raised during planning for the building, a pre-existing structure that was
renovated for JCC use, about its inaccessibility to public transportation, its lack of an elevator,
and its lack of sports facilities. Nonetheless, JDC proceeded with its development.
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Shaike Dan, the Israeli hero for whom the facility is named. Mr. Kagan was educated as
an architect and worked as a city planner before being employed by the Jewish
community. He now paints landscapes in watercolors in his spare time.

In addition to programs inside the building, said Mr. Kagan, Beit Dan will operate
two family summer camps in 2003, one near Kharkiv and the other on the Black
Sea. Each will accommodate 150 persons. Participants and JDC will share the
cost of these camps.
Mr. Kagan said that the operational costs of Beit Dan were very high. JDC
provides about 90 percent of their budget.
In response to a question about the greatest needs of Beit Dan, Mr. Kagan said
that increasing the professionalism of the staff is paramount. The budget
permits him to pay instructors for dance, computer instruction, and other activities
only about $80 per month. It is very difficult to find qualified professionals willing
to settle for such a salary, he said. Additionally, the local culture is such that
people already on the staff recommend their friends, whether qualified or not, for
any position that is open. The professional skills of the computer instructors who
work in the ORT center far exceed those of the computer instructors who work in
Beit Dan, he said.
Regarding the future of the Jewish population in Kharkiv, Mr. Kagan said
many more Jews will leave, but that many others will remain in Kharkiv. Those
people who are successful in life will stay, but those who are poor will look for
opportunities elsewhere. The local Jewish community, he continued, must
prepare for a Jewish population that is both smaller and more successful. The
Jews who remain will be well-educated and will be in business or in the
professions. Therefore, the community needs to offer professional-level activities
in music, art, and other intellectual endeavors. Participants should be required to
pay for such programs, he said.
Beit Dan, said Mr. Kagan, is one of many different Jewish interest groups in the
city. These unite only in celebration of Jewish and major Israeli holidays, then
each goes its own way.
29. The writer met with Grigory
Shochet, the principal of School
#170, in the building of the upper
school. Mr. Shochet said that the
enrollment of the school, which
operates under the auspices of
Chabad, is stable.
It currently
enrolls 502 youngsters, compared
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to 496 during the previous academic year. Grades one through three, as well as
pre-school classes, are held in another building. School #170 shares the upper
school building with a public school that is losing enrollment; when it closes, as it
probably will in another two years, then the entire building will be assigned to
Chabad. Mr. Shochet believes that the ad-ditional space will enable School #170
to enroll about 200 more pupils.
Grigory Shochet is one of the senior and most respected Jewish day school principals in
the post-Soviet states.

Mr. Shochet said that almost all of the youngsters in School #170 are Jewish
according to halakha. However, at the request of the mayor of the city, the
school enrolls “five or six” pupils whose mothers are not Jewish. If School #170
permitted open enrollment of youngsters who are Jewish only through patrilineal
descent, its census would reach 1000, he continued.
Mr. Shochet spoke with great pride of the academic achievements of School
#170 pupils, noting that youngsters do well in city-wide competitions in
mathematics, physics, chemistry, and biology. Their success, he said, is due to
the excellent teachers employed by the school.
School #170 pupils have between six and 11 class hours in Jewish studies
each week, including instruction in Hebrew, Jewish tradition, and Jewish history.
The school employs eight teachers for these subjects; three are paid by the
government of Israel through the Hephzibah program.
One of the major deficiencies of the school, said Mr. Shochet, is that it has no
sports hall. He trains some boys in boxing, he said, drawing on his experience
as a past national boxing champion of Ukraine. However, this training is done
separately, outside of school, and the majority of pupils do not participate in
sports on a regular basis.
In response to a question about the destination of graduates of School #170,
Mr. Shochet said that most remain in the city and attend local universities and
other institutions of higher education. About 15 percent leave Ukraine, going to
Israel, Germany, or the United States as émigrés. Emigration to Israel has been
declining for the last several years, he continued; in the mid-1990’s, perhaps 100
families left the school each year to settle in Israel. Now only about 15 families
go to Israel during the year. More families go to Germany. The most important
factor in influencing such decisions, he believes, is economics. Most people who
have satisfactory jobs and apartments in Kharkiv will remain in Kharkiv; if they
decide to emigrate, they will retain their local apartments so that they can return if
things don’t work out well in Israel or in Germany.
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When asked to envisage the Jewish community in Kharkiv ten years from
now, Mr. Shochet said that the situation in ten years will depend on political and
economic developments in Ukraine and Israel. Regarding local conditions, there
are very few opportunities for work in the city. Real unemployment is more
than 40 percent. People live without hope. They have only one child, and they
are easily enticed by Germany, where they will receive many benefits. Teachers
in School #170, noted Mr. Shochet, receive salaries of $40 to $45 monthly. He
also recalled his own recent experience when he required surgery; the operation
itself cost about $500, well beyond the means of most people in Kharkiv, and he
also was required to bring his own medicine, bandages, bed linens, and food to
the hospital.
The writer asked Mr. Shochet if School #170 parents send their children to the
school primarily because they want a good general education for their children or
whether a Jewish education was the most important factor. Mr. Shochet
responded that parents want a good general education plus a Jewish
education. He added that he is very pleased to see that School #170 pupils
readily acknowledge their enrollment in a Jewish school when they meet peers
from other schools in city-wide academic competitions.
30. Rabbi Levi Raices supervises Jewish education for Chabad in Kharkiv,
focusing on the yeshiva for boys and the machon for girls. As is the case in
Dnipropetrovsk, the yeshiva and machon offer more intensive Jewish education
than is available in the day school. In earlier
discussions, Rabbi Raices stated that a major
attraction of these programs to local Jewish
parents, few of whom are knowledgeable in
Judaism, is that they offer an extended day
program, an option that is especially appreciated
by single mothers.
Other enticements for
yeshiva and machon pupils are additional class
hours in computer skills and in English
instruction.
Rabbi Levi Raices, a native of New York, has been in
Kharkiv for nine years.

Fifty boys and 48 girls are enrolled in the yeshiva and machon respectively,
said Rabbi Raices. Both currently are open to youngsters in grades five through
11; expanding the program to accommodate younger children probably will be
possible as soon as more classes in the yeshiva program are transferred to the
second synagogue.63 Both the yeshiva and machon are now located in the
63

See p. 42.
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choral synagogue, which cannot accommodate additional pupils. In the future,
Chabad also hopes to renovate a building in back of the choral synagogue to
serve as a dormitory for girls in the machon.
In response to a question about teaching staff, Rabbi Raices said that he and
two other rabbis teach all of the religious studies classes for the boys in the
machon. One of the other rabbis is from New York, and the second is a native of
Kharkiv who attended yeshivas in Moscow and Israel. Rabbi Raices is now
seeking two yeshiva students to live in the boys’ dormitory in the second
synagogue as dormitory counselors; he would prefer that they remain in
Kharkiv for an entire school year, said Rabbi Raices, but if they will come only for
shifts as short as two months, that will be acceptable. The yeshiva students also
would have some teaching responsibilities. The biggest problem in finding
students for this work, he continued, is that he is unable to offer attractive
compensation. He is calling different yeshivas in the United States and Israel in
search of appropriate candidates who are willing to come to Kharkiv under
existing conditions.
In response to a question, Rabbi Raices said that four of the five boys who
graduated from the yeshiva high school this spring will enroll next fall in a
Moscow yeshiva for further religious studies. The fifth graduate, who is a
member of a family with severe financial problems, will go to work in Kharkiv to
help support his family. Rabbi Raices said that he tries to keep in touch with all
boys who leave the yeshiva for whatever reason, including emigration. The
yeshiva publishes a monthly bulletin entitled Навстречу Мошиаху (Toward
Moshiach), which is distributed to current pupils and sent to graduates and all
others who have attended the yeshiva at any time; the bulletin contains articles
on religious themes, a list of boys with birthdays in the coming months, and a
Chabad-oriented crossword puzzle. Other than the crossword puzzle, most of
the articles are Russian translations from English publications.
In addition to the regular day school, yeshiva, and machon, Chabad operates
three summer camps in or near Kharkiv. The yeshiva operates its own day
camp for three weeks; the Chabad community as a whole sponsors separate
three-week residential camps near the city for boys and for girls.
31. The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America (OU; New
York) operates a multi-faceted Zionist-oriented program in Kharkiv that focuses
on Jewish adolescents and young adults. Rabbi Shlomo Assraf, the first OU
representative in Kharkiv, continues to direct the project from Israel, where he
now resides. Rabbi Assraf was in Kharkiv for the re-opening of the Chabad
choral synagogue, where he and the writer met for several minutes, but he had
returned to Israel before the writer visited Lycée Sha’alvim, a private school in
Kharkiv operated by the OU and Kibbutz Sha’alvim in Israel.
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The writer met at the lycée, which is located some distance from the center of
Kharkiv, with Evgeny Persky, the principal, and Eran Platzky, an Israeli native of
South Africa who represents the OU in Kharkiv. Mr. Persky has been principal of
the lycée for five years; prior to his employment as principal, he had worked as a
biologist. Mr. Persky said that the main goal of OU operations in Kharkiv is “to
preserve (сохранить) Jewish children for the Jewish people.” Echoing comments that the writer has heard elsewhere in Ukraine, Mr. Persky said that many
local Jews feel no ties to any ethnic group at all; they discern no difference
between Russians, Ukrainians, and Jews. Three generations of life under the
Soviet Union, continued Mr. Persky, have obliterated any sense of Jewish
identity. The lycée, he said, aims to educate children in the philosophy that they
can be both Orthodox Jews and active participants in the wider world, that no
contradiction exists between Orthodoxy and advanced education.
The lycée is tied very closely to the OU, said Mr. Persky. These ties are
strengthened by frequent visits from OU leaders and activists from the United
States and from Israel. Jewish studies classes are taught by six Israeli
teachers (three couples), three of whom are paid by the Hephzibah program of
the Israeli government. Additionally, 15 madrichim (counselors, youth leaders)
come to the OU program in Kharkiv for different periods of time after they finish
army service in Israel.
Current enrollment in the lycée is 156, said Mr. Persky, a reduction from 200 at
the beginning of the school year. About one-third of the pupils make aliyah every
year, he said, some with their parents and some in the Na’aleh program. A
smaller number go to Germany. Rabbi Assraf maintains very close contact with
most former lycée pupils in Israel, a situation that has a very positive impact on
their absorption in Israel. About 900 such young people are “very connected”
with the OU in Israel, said Mr. Platzky. Rabbi Assraf arranges excursions and
other activities for them. Very few lycée “alumni” return to Kharkiv, Mr. Persky
observed.
Of the 21 eleventh graders who are finishing the Kharkiv lycée this year, said
Mr. Persky, six will go to Israel, either to the Sela (pre-university) program of the
Jewish Agency or to a yeshiva or seminary. Most of the rest will remain in
Kharkiv; in previous years, more graduating pupils went to Israel. Originally, Mr.
Persky noted, the class had 32 members. However, nine of them left for Israel
(in the Na’aleh program) or for other countries (Germany or Russia, with their
parents) prior to eleventh grade.
Mr. Persky said that enrollment, which reached its peak at 220 several years
ago, is not growing because there are fewer Jewish children than before.
Further, the lycée has fewer boarding pupils because one of its major sources
of boarding pupils, the city of Poltava, now has its own day school. Whereas 40
to 50 youngsters used to live in the two OU dormitories, only 30 boys and girls
are in these facilities this year.
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The level of learning at the lycée is very high, both in general studies and in
Jewish studies, said Mr. Persky. Pupils do very well in both academic and sports
competitions. School reforms now underway in Ukraine may lead to a reduction
in science standards, he said, but the lycée will strive to retain its traditional high
standards. Because the lycée is a private school, it has greater flexibility in
arranging its curriculum. Fully one-third of all classes are in Jewish tradition,
Jewish history, and the Hebrew language.
Older pupils from the lycée sometimes attend shabbatonim or other events with
their counterparts from other non-Chabad religious day/boarding schools
in Ukraine, particularly Rabbi Bleich’s school in Kyiv and the independent school
in Odesa. Mr. Persky and Mr. Platzky think that these are very worthwhile
activities for the youngsters.
Mr. Persky expressed concern about the demographic situation of the Jewish
population, which he termed “catastrophic.” He noted Ukrainian government
statistics for the population at large that conclude that only ten to 15 percent of
all children in the country are healthy. Mental health problems are Increasing,
he said. The OU, he continued, tries to find “wild” (дикие) Jewish youngsters
and help them. He described one Jewish family with whom the OU is in contact.
Both parents are invalids, he said; one has tuberculosis. They try to survive on a
welfare income of about five dollars per month. Their four children slept on the
floor because they had no beds. The government placed the two older
youngsters in a non-Jewish internat or boarding school. The younger two did not
go to school at all because they had no appropriate clothing for school. The OU
purchased beds and clothing for the children. However, the family claims that
they need no help and has rejected any further assistance. Many other families
in comparable situations, continued Mr. Persky, also claim that they need no aid.
Other sources of concern, said Mr. Persky, are Ukrainian nationalism and
Christian missionaries. Strongly nationalistic sentiments can be found in
Ukrainian literature textbooks used in schools. Such an outlook may not
constitute antisemitism in a confrontational sense, but it does suggest exclusion
from Ukrainian life of those who are not Ukrainians of Orthodox Christian
background. Regarding Christian missionary efforts, even youngsters enrolled in
the OU school, he related, are lured to Christian missionary summer camps by
good conditions in these camps. One lycée pupil who had attended a missionary
summer camp extended Christmas greetings to Mr. Persky, the latter said, using
a common phrase welcoming the birth of Jesus Christ (С рождеством
Христовым!). Mr. Persky expressed great frustration, wanting to deal with such
issues in a forthright manner, but wishing to avoid confrontation.
Regarding the forthcoming transfer of Israeli authority for formal Jewish
education from the Israeli Ministry of Education to the Jewish Agency, Mr.
Persky said that he had had no prior experience in working with the Jewish
Agency, so he does not know what to expect. However, he continued, he views
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the Israeli Ministry of Education as “not entirely successful” in their work in
Ukraine; they have been preoccupied with details, such as the number of desks
in the school or the number of lycée school buses, rather with real issues of
Jewish education, he said.
The Orthodox Union also maintains a facility in the center of Kharkiv, which
includes a synagogue, several meeting rooms and activity rooms, a dining room
and kitchen, dormitory rooms for out-of-town boys attending the lycée,64 and
apartments for the Israeli staff. Various clubs and programs are operated from
this building, which the writer did not have time to visit this year.
32. International Solomon University was founded in 1992 as a commercial
undergraduate and graduate degree-granting institution in Kyiv. It opened its first
(and, so far, only) branch in Kharkiv in 1998. Its curriculum offers academic
concentrations in Judaic studies (focusing on Jewish history), economics,
computer science, and law.65
According to Dr. Boris Elkin, formerly a mathematics professor at a leading
Kharkiv institute and now director of Kharkiv ISU, the current enrollment of the
institution is approximately 200 and is expected to grow to 300 or 400 within the
next two years. About 70 percent of Kharkiv ISU students are Jewish according
to the Israeli Law of Return, said Dr. Elkin. Some of the 89 students in Jewish
studies, which is the largest of the departments, are non-Jewish; Dr. Elkin and
others welcome the enrollment of non-Jews in Jewish studies because the
exposure of non-Jews to Jewish subjects should help to reduce antisemitism. All
students, including those in other course concentrations, are required to study
Jewish history and tradition. Several local universities, noted Dr. Elkin, have very
strong history departments, but none teaches
Jewish history; the ISU Jewish history
concentration fills an important gap and the
strength of history disciplines in other Kharkiv
institutions should encourage a high level of
Jewish history study at ISU.

Dr. Boris Elkin is active in the Jewish community.
Although not a practicing Orthodox Jew, he is a
past lay leader in the Orthodox Union program in
Kharkiv and is the current chairman of Beit Dan.

64

A dormitory for girls is in another building.

65

A description of courses suggests that the economics concentration might more appropriately
be designated as a business administration degree.
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ISU is graduating its first class this spring. In response to a question, Dr.
Elkin outlined the employment plans of the seven graduates who are majoring in
Jewish studies: one each will be attending graduate school in Kharkiv, working in
a Kyiv library, working in a regional (oblast) education authority, working as an
English translator, working as a television journalist, and staying at home with a
newborn baby. Six of the seven are women; the television journalist is the only
male.
The ISU summer school was about to convene for its fourth summer. The
junior level of the program will enroll 45 individuals, most of whom are university
students from eastern Ukraine; the senior level also will enroll 45 people, all of
whom are post-graduates from throughout the post-Soviet states. Eighteen
lecturers from Israel, the United States, Russia, and Ukraine will teach during the
eight-day summer school session. After summer school ends, ISU will sponsor
its third annual expedition to sites believed to be associated with Khazar history.
To date, participants in these expeditions have found many artifacts, including
coins, weapons, saddles, dishes, and jewelry.66
ISU also convened several conferences during the recently completed
academic year, said Dr. Elkin. An international conference was held on the
Khazars in fall, leading to the publication of an almanac containing numerous
articles on this group. A forum was held for Jewish studies teachers in
universities; JDC and Sochnut joined ISU in organizing and supporting this event.
A winter seminar on Jewish history was held for 50 older high school and firstyear university students in eastern Ukraine.
ISU is embarking on significant new projects in the 2003-2004 academic year.
It is renting its own large building in the center of the city, quite close to the
choral synagogue.67 Not only will ISU be housed in this structure, but ISU will
open its own lycée in these premises. The lycée will be a secular Jewish high
school (grades 9 through 11) offering a rigorous curriculum in general subjects,
Hebrew, Jewish history, and Jewish tradition. Dr Elkin has asked Rabbi
Moskowitz to teach the tradition classes, but he has not yet responded.68 The

66

Khazars are an ethnic group of Turkic origin who inhabited the Caucasus-Volga area and even
beyond to the Dnipr between the sixth and tenth centuries CE. Many leading Khazars professed
Judaism during part of this period. The Khazars were conquered by Russians in the tenth and
eleventh centuries.
67

To date, the ISU program has been housed in rented space in a large public high school.

68

In discussions with the writer, both Rabbi Moskowitz of Chabad and Evgeny Persky of the OU
school expressed apprehension about the opening of the ISU high school, fearing that it would
attract pupils away from their own schools. Several others with whom the writer spoke, both in
Kharkiv and in Kyiv, welcome the ISU initiative, asserting that an alternative to Orthodox schools
is needed because many youngsters have no exposure to Judaism at all and their families
consider Orthodox schools unacceptable. As a city with a strong intellectual base, Kharkiv may
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lycée will accept pupils who are Jewish according to the Israeli Law of Return,
i.e., who have at least one Jewish grandparent. Parents will pay some tuition,
but Dr. Elkin is trying to obtain grants to cover some costs. The building in which
ISU and the lycée will be located requires major renovation, said Dr. Elkin. He
needs at least $50,000 for this work, but has not yet obtained the necessary
funds. However, not withstanding the necessity of tuition payments and
uncertainties about renovations and certain operational aspects of the school, the
lycée already had received applications from 69 potential pupils.
Another new development, said Dr. Elkin, is the forthcoming establishment in
Ukraine of an organization similar to Sefer, the association for Jewish studies in
Russia. The new organization will have a different name, but will collaborate with
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, as does Sefer. More than 10 universities and
other institutions of higher education in Ukraine now offer Jewish studies
courses.
Continuing a discussion that Dr. Elkin had initiated with the writer in 2001 about
conflicts within the Kharkiv Jewish community,69 Dr. Elkin said that tensions
had abated, but that the many Jewish groups in the city need to communicate
with each other more often. Each group goes its own way, he said, but they all
came together to celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel Independence Day) earlier in
the month.
33. Yulia Pototskaya has directed the Hillel student group in Kharkiv since its
inception five years ago. According to Ms. Pototskaya, the organization has
more than 400 members between the ages of 15 and 30,70 including students at
nearly all of the more than 25 institutions of higher education in the city.
Participants include almost equal numbers of males and females.71
Ms.
Pototskaya estimates that 60 percent to 70 percent of Hillel members are Jewish
according to halakha, 20 percent to 30 percent are Jewish according to patrilineal
descent, and about 10 percent are not Jewish at all. Most of the non-Jews, said
Ms. Pototskaya, are spouses of Jewish members. About ten members of
Kharkiv Hillel emigrate each year, most to Israel.

be an excellent site for an academically rigorous secular Jewish school, said one observer in
Kyiv.
69

See the writer’s Notes on Jewish Community Life in Ukraine, May 2001, p. 56.

70

The broad age range is not unusual for Hillel groups in the post-Soviet states. It reflects, in
large part, the absence of other Jewish organizational options for adolescents and young adults
in the current environment.
71

Membership in some post-Soviet Hillel groups is overwhelmingly female.
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In an effort to accommodate young families, Hillel operates a family club that
plans activities in which families can participate as family units. All holiday
celebrations have events for children.
In response to a question, Ms. Pototskaya said that the most popular activities
for students are volunteer programs.
Hillel members help to maintain
Drobitsky Yar, the site of a Holocaust massacre in 1941 (see below), and an old
Jewish cemetery. The latter work is done in cooperation with the Chabad
synagogue; Hillel members have repaired 45 damaged tombstones in this
cemetery, said Ms. Pototskaya. Some Hillel members visit lonely older Jews on
a regular basis as another volunteer activity.
In addition to volunteer work, Hillel observes all Jewish holidays and organizes
various social events. Approximately 20 percent of Hillel members are also
active in the Sochnut student group, said Ms. Pototskaya. Hillel maintains a
close relationship with the choral synagogue and with School #170, the Chabad
school from which many of its members graduated.
Hillel premises consist of two rooms, one of them a large activity hall, in a
downtown office building. Until mid-2000, the group had been based in a Jewish
community center (predecessor of Beit Dan), but it left the JCC after a dispute
erupted between the Joint Distribution Committee, which controls the JCC, and
Kharkiv Hillel. The regional representative of JDC had attempted to fire Ms.
Pototskaya, an action that exceeded his authority and embittered Hillel members.
JDC continues to act as the pass-through agent for funding from Hillel
International; sometimes these funds are received on time, said Ms. Pototskaya,
and sometimes they arrive late. Nonetheless, tension between JDC and
Kharkiv Hillel has lessened because JDC now is quiet about the situation.
Although Hillel International continues to be the main source of funding, Kharkiv
Hillel also receives support from the Jewish Community Development Fund
(through American Jewish World Service), the Hillel organization at George
Washington University in Washington, D.C.,72 and local businessman Boris
Feldman. Ms. Pototskaya expressed gratitude for the strong moral and
programmatic support received from Rabbi Yossi Goldman, the Jerusalembased director of Hillel in the post-Soviet states.
Rabbi Goldman and
International Hillel have defended and encouraged Kharkiv Hillel in its ongoing
conflict with JDC. Rabbi Goldman came to Kharkiv to join Kharkiv Hillel in
celebration of its fifth anniversary.

72

Several groups of students from GWU Hillel have visited Kharkiv and engaged in cooperative
projects with Kharkiv Hillel, such as conducting Pesach seders in small towns in the Hillel region.
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34. Drobitsky Yar is a ravine outside Kharkiv where approximately 16,000 Jews
were massacred in December 1941 and January 1942. The writer was
accompanied on a visit to the site by Leonid Leonidov, who chairs the Drobitsky
Yar Committee.73
The site is exceptionally well-marked by a large menorah and by a white arch
that is visible from a considerable distance. Although commemorative work on
the site was started by local Jews, responsibility for construction and subsequent
maintenance was later assumed by the municipality of Kharkiv with some support
from the national government in Kyiv. According to Mr. Leonidov, Drobitsky Yar
is included in the itineraries of most official visitors to the city.
The writer also stopped with Mr. Leonidov at the site of a temporary ghetto that
had been constructed en route to Drobitsky Yar. Nothing remains of the
structures that offered temporary and flimsy shelter to Jews on their way to their
deaths in the winter of 1941-1942. However, the Drobitsky Yar Committee and
several other groups have erected monuments at the location, which is now
vacant land with trees, shrubs, and footpaths between a nearby apartment
complex and a major road.

A menorah in modern form stands
at the entry to the Drobitsky Yar
site. The white structure in the
distance to the right of the
menorah is the large monument
seen in greater detail below. The
entire area has become an
unofficial park, attractive to people
out for a walk and to children who
like to ride their bicycles along the
road leading to the white tower
and in a parking area to the right of
the monument.

73

The writer visited the Kharkiv Holocaust Museum during her 2002 stay in the city. See her
report Jewish Community Life in Eastern Ukraine, April 12-28, 2002, pp. 53-54.
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The inscription on the monument under the dates of the shootings at Drobitsky Yar is
written in Russian and Hebrew and refers to the Victims of the Holocaust. It pledges that
they will never be forgotten. It is one of very few monuments in Ukraine to include the
word Holocaust. The monument is in the form of an arch. A Star of David appears on
one inside wall, a menorah on the other. Original plans called for a cross to be placed
opposite the Star of David; in response to complaints from the Jewish community about
the cross, architects replaced it with the menorah (which is in the style favored by
Chabad in the post-Soviet states). Tablets with the 10 Commandments stand inside the
arch. The base of the monument, seen most clearly in the photo at left contains several
rooms that will become a museum. A security guard is stationed in the base 24 hours a
day. The actual ravine is located to the left of the monument. Several smaller
memorials stand to the side of the arch.

35. Rafael Klausner has been Consul General of the State of Israel and
Director of the Israel Cultural Center in Kharkiv for the last two years.
Consulates General and Israeli Cultural Centers operate under the direction of
Nativ (better known under its former name, Lishkat Hakesher), which is
responsible to the Office of the Prime Minister of Israel.74 Mr. Klausner is
accredited as an attaché to the Embassy of Israel in Kyiv.
Mr. Klausner was born in Vilnius, Lithuania. He emigrated to Israel with his
family when he was eight years old. At the time of the writer’s meeting with him,
he was completing his Kharkiv tour and preparing to transfer in June to the
Embassy of Israel in Kyiv.
74

Similar installations, i.e., Consulates General and Israel Cultural Centers, exist in three other
Ukrainian cities -- Kyiv, Dnipropetrovsk, and Odesa. See pp. 33-35 for a record of the writer’s
meeting with Ariel Datel, the Israeli Consul General in Dnipropetrovsk.
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Mr. Klausner thinks that the Jewish population of Kharkiv is about 30,000,
according to the Israel Law of Return. In his view, most young Jews are products
of intermarriage and even many older Jews have only tenuous connections to the
Jewish community. The shrinking Jewish population, he said, is one of the major
reasons for the decline in aliyah to Israel from Kharkiv. Current economic
problems in Israel, especially in comparison to improving economic conditions in
Ukraine, are a further deterrent, he added. In response to a question, Mr.
Klausner said that the average monthly salary in Kharkiv is about $70.
In response to another question, Mr. Klausner said that cooperation between
various Jewish organizations is improving. Many Jews, he continued,
participate in activities of different organizations in the same week; no leader
appears to be telling people that they must be 100 percent loyal to one specific
group. Rabbi Moshe Moskowitz is perceived by local people, both Jews and
non-Jews, as the Jewish leader in the city, said Mr. Klausner. He is very well
connected with city officials and with wealthy local Jews.
The best-attended programs of the Israel Culture Center, said Mr. Klausner, are
Hebrew-language ulpans and computer instruction in the Center’s 10-station
computer classroom. Among the ulpan students are students from a local
pedagogical institute who want to become Jewish studies teachers and other
students from the Kharkiv branch of International Solomon University. The
Center also sponsors a very active youth club that enrolls children age 10 and
older, and offers a well-attended Sunday program of lectures, concerts, and
special celebrations, such as Jerusalem Day. Not all people who participate in
these activities, said Mr. Klausner, are planning aliyah to Israel in the foreseeable
future, but all are welcome.
In response to a question about prospects for the local Jewish population in
Kharkiv in 2013, Mr. Klausner said that it will be much smaller than it is now, due
to the declining birth rate and increasing intermarriage rate. However, he
foresees greater participation in community organizations by local Jewish
businessmen, who have become much more
involved in the Jewish community during the
last few years. Six of the eight wealthiest
people in Kharkiv, said Mr. Klausner, are Jews.
Antisemitism exists, but is not a “serious
issue” in Kharkiv, he continued, because local
police track down the perpetrators whenever it
occurs and stop it.
36. The Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI;
Sochnut) office in Kharkiv supervises JAFI
activity in Kharkiv and Kharkiv oblast, in
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Poltava oblast to the west, Sumy oblast to the north, and Lugansk oblast to the
east. Haim Zakman, head of the JAFI delegation in Kharkiv, directs a staff of
three other Israelis (heads of education and youth activities, and a director of
local aliyah staff) and 13 local professionals; eight of the latter operate small JAFI
offices in Shostka, Konotop, Sumy, Poltava, Kremen-chuk, Severodonetsk,
Luhansk, and Alchevsk.
Haim Zakman has been head of the JAFI delegation in Kharkiv since late 2002. Born in
Latvia into a Zionist family in 1961, Mr. Zakman came to Israel with his family in 1972.
He speaks fluent Russian, Yiddish, and English. Mr. Zakman is a recently retired officer
in the Israel Air Force. His organizational and administrative skills are widely praised;
shortly after his arrival in Kharkiv, he initiated major renovations of JAFI premises that
were completed on time and on budget. The new interior is admired for its esthetics and
efficiency. (See photos next page.)

Although aliyah has decreased during the last several years, JAFI remains very
busy, offering many activities and classes. Ulpan classes enroll 560 people. An
active program and excellent facilities (see photo, next page) attract 710 young
people between the ages of 14 and 22 to the JAFI youth club. Sochnut has
recently started a new program for young adults between the ages of 25 and 35
who “are not involved anywhere,” said Mr. Zakman. This group meets on
Sundays for “family days” that include many activities for children. The Open
University distance learning program enrolls 970 adults; as in other cities,
courses in Jewish history appear to be the most popular. Various aliyah clubs
enroll a total of 1,784 individuals. The computer room in the center is very
active, offering classes to different groups and facilitating e-mail communication
between local parents and their children who study in Israel.
Young people continue to be attracted to the different education programs
offered in Israel, reported Mr. Zakman. Na’aleh (high school in Israel) enrolls
32 new pupils from Kharkiv, Sela (university in Israel) enrolls 34 new Kharkivarea students, and A’le enrolls six from the Kharkiv region. (A’le is a new
program in Beersheva that accepts graduates of two-year engineering institutes
in the post-Soviet states. The Beersheva course is two years in length,
combining an ulpan and two years of additional engineering courses that lead to
a B.S. degree.)

Betsy Gidwitz

Page 60

Copyright © 2007

Soon after his arrival in Kharkiv, Mr. Zakman
began renovations to JAFI premises, which are
located in the center of Kharkiv. The entryway,
seen at left, seeks to create an Israeli atmosphere, incorporating Jerusalem stone and Jewish
symbols. Offices also were renovated, creating
more open space. The Simcha Youth Club,
shown above, is located on the top floor and has
ample room for a varied youth program.

JAFI expects to operate a very busy summer camp season in 2003, said Mr.
Zakman. Approximately 2100 youngsters are registered for seven camp
sessions, each accommodating 300 children and/or youth for seven days. In
fact, the camp sessions are oversubscribed. Mr. Zakman noted that no fees are
charged; therefore, some families apparently feel no obligation to notify JAFI if
they change their minds and decide not to send their child to camp. Mr. Zakman
thinks that registration fees, even of modest amount, might encourage families to
honor their statement of intent and actually enroll their children in the designated
camp session, thus permitting JAFI to develop more valid plans for each
encampment. The camp site is located near Kharkiv.
In response to a question, Mr. Zakman said that JAFI absorption of the formal
education portfolio probably would lead to an expansion of the JAFI education
staff, which currently consists of one professional educator. Both the Chabad
and OU day schools are in the Hephzibah program. JAFI will endeavor to offer
more professional assistance to the schools and to increase their Zionist
orientation.
The decline in aliyah, said Mr. Zakman, reflects economic problems in Israel,
some improvement in the economic situation in Kharkiv, the intifada in Israel, and
fear that the Iraqi war would spill over into Israel. He also believes that
immigration to Germany is “too easy” and “too lucrative,” enabling recent
immigrants in the country to acquire expensive household items and Mercedes
automobiles without working. He observed that a local employee of JAFI had
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recently resigned because he is planning to emigrate to Germany in the near
future. The staff member had apologized to Mr. Zakman for his decision to go to
Germany, rather than to Israel, but then outlined the economic advantages of
resettlement in Germany to Mr. Zakman. Mr. Zakman also believes that
absorption services in Israel must be improved. Mr. Zakman himself maintains
contact with Kharkiv olim after they go to Israel and helps them navigate the
Israeli bureaucracy. The Jewish Agency must provide a “continuum” of services
that facilitates full absorption of olim into Israeli society, he stated.
Mr. Zakman outlined a number of goals for JAFI in Kharkiv in 2003. Among
these are enhancement of Jewish identity among Kharkiv Jews, opening new
ulpans in community educational institutions, outreach to Jews not previously
involved in JAFI programs, enriching the professional skills of JAFI staff, and
improving the work environment for JAFI personnel.
Donetsk
37. Located about 120 miles to the east of Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk is a major
industrial city of slightly more than one million inhabitants. It is the leading urban
area of the Donbas (Don River basin), an area whose economy is based on
overworked and unsafe coal mines that are plagued by frequent accidents. The
local economy is concentrated on mining and related heavy metallurgical and
chemical industries. Donetsk also is an important political center in Ukrainian
national politics, exceeded in influence only by Kyiv and Dnipropetrovsk.
The Donetsk Jewish population probably numbers about 14,000, although
some local Jewish community activists believe it is much higher and some Israeli
observers consider it to be somewhat lower. A number of smaller Jewish
population centers also exist in Donetsk oblast, several with 20 or fewer Jews.
38. Rabbi Pinchas Vishedski, a Chabad rabbi from Israel, arrived in Donetsk
nine years ago. He is considered one of the most effective community rabbis in
the post-Soviet states, having established several local Jewish institutions and a
local fundraising base.
In all, said Rabbi Vishedski, approximately 100 local Jews contribute between
$80 and $3,000 every month to the Donetsk Jewish philanthropic
organization, and others give to special projects, such as a summer camp or a
Jewish community center now under construction. Jewish philanthropy has good
potential in Donetsk, he said, because everyone sits on the same side of the
table. It is very important in a psychological sense, he added, for him to know
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that local Jews understand that they have a responsibility to support the Donetsk
Jewish community.
Substantial Jewish wealth exists in the city, said Rabbi Vishedsky, but it exists
alongside great Jewish poverty. Inflation is driving even more individuals into
penury, he continued, noting that most teachers earn only about $35 monthly, a
salary that has not been adjusted to reflect inflation. The community maintains a
special fund that provides assistance to Jews who cannot afford medical care,
dental care, medicines, eye
glasses, or similar items
necessary to sustain life.
Rabbi Pinchas Vishedski received
a gold medal and diploma earlier
this year from the governor of
Donetsk oblast for his contribution
to cooperation between all peoples
of the Donbas region.
(Photo: from the website of the
Donetsk
Jewish
community
http://www.jewish.donetsk.ua.)

The new Jewish community center currently under construction near the
synagogue will be finished in summer of 2004, said Rabbi Vishedski. The
structure will have a large community hall, classrooms and club rooms, a good
library, a computer room with a strong software library, community offices, and a
sports hall. Funding is being provided through Rabbi Sholom Duchman of Colel
Chabad in New York, an individual in Miami, and local donors. Although more
funds are needed, the Board of the Donetsk Jewish philanthropic organization
turned down a proposal for assistance from a large international Jewish
philanthropic organization because the proposal carried conditions that the Board
found objectionable. The organization had offered to provide a substantial sum
of money, but not all that is required, and had demanded that the building be
named after them and they be given legal title to the structure.
Another facility under construction, said Rabbi Vishedski, is a new mikveh, which
will be available only to women. It is located near the synagogue, but is in a
separate building.
In all, noted Rabbi Vishedski, 15 Chabad families now live in Donetsk. All of the
men and most of the women work in one of the local Chabad institutions.75

75

The Dnipropetrovsk Chabad population is larger, consisting of more than 20 families. It is
difficult to calculate the number of Chabad families in Kyiv because, unlike the unified Chabad
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Donetsk continues to be the center of the Chabad kashrut industry in Ukraine.
Various kosher dairy products, margarine, and breakfast cereals all are produced
in the region under the supervision of a kashrut specialist paid by George Rohr.
Kosher chicken and meat are processed in several locations in Ukraine, and
kosher chocolates are being produced in Dnipropetrovsk. Rabbi Vishedski
acknowledged the emergence of competition between several Chabad rabbis in
the country regarding the production of kosher products under their supervision.
Rabbi Vishedski observed that several non-Jews in the food industry are
interested in obtaining kosher certification for processed foods intended for
export to Israel and Europe.
In addition to a Chabad school and dormitories, which are described below,
Rabbi Vishedsky supervises a yeshiva currently enrolling 15 young men in a
two-year course of studies. Upon completion of the local curriculum, many
students elect to pursue further yeshiva learning in Israel. Graduates of the
combined Donetsk-Israel program currently direct the hevra kadisha (burial
service) in Donetsk and the Jewish community of Makiivka, a smaller city to the
north of Donetsk.
The Jewish community obtained property for a Jewish cemetery close to the city
center two years ago, said Rabbi Vishedski, and is now building a fence some
two meters in height around it. The cemetery is guarded 24 hours a day.
In cooperation with the Jewish Agency for Israel, the Jewish community
publishes a monthly newspaper Наша жизнь в диаспора и дома (Our Life in
the Diaspora and At Home). The religious community also publishes its own
weekly bulletin, Борух Ашем (Boruch Hashem), which features the weekly
Torah portion, explanations of religious holidays, articles about Hasidism, and
announcements about upcoming events in the community. Another form of
community media is the website http://www.jewish.donetsk.ua.
Currently
available only in Russian, an English-language version is being prepared.
The community summer camp will be held on the shore of the Sea of Azov,
which is only a two-hour drive from Donetsk. Rabbi Vishedski described the
rental accommodations as somewhat luxurious (two children in a room, each
room with its own private bathroom) and, therefore, too expensive for a summer
camp, but, all things considered, this is the best site for a summer experience for
children. The camp will convene for two 12-day sessions, one each for boys and
for girls. Two hundred youngsters will be accommodated in each encampment,
including children from both the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. Six young
women and seven young men from the United States will work as Chabad
counselors alongside local counselors.
populations in Dnipropetrovsk and Donetsk, the Chabad population in the Ukrainian capital is split
into several factions.
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Aliyah to Israel, said Rabbi Vishedski, has almost stopped. The economic
situation in Israel and the intifada are the main reasons for the decline in aliya
from Donetsk. Some families go to Germany, he continued, but not more than
the number of those who go to Israel. All Jews can live a normal life in Donetsk,
he said, and he believes that the Jewish community has a “big future” in the city.
In response to a question, Rabbi Vishedski said that travel between Donetsk
and Israel remains difficult because no direct air service exists between Donetsk
and Tel Aviv. Travelers must go to Dnipropetrovsk by car or fly to Kyiv or
Istanbul to connect with flights to Israel.
39. Hesed Tsedakah provides various services to about 5,900 elderly Jews in
Donetsk oblast (region), of whom 3,000 reside in the city itself and 2,900 reside
in 16 smaller cities and towns in the area. According to Yosif Khasin, its director,
the hesed serves hot meals to more than 1,000 elderly Jews in Donetsk alone at
nine sites, including the synagogue and eight restaurants under contract to the
hesed. The hesed also operates 14 warm
homes, each accommodating 15 people. These
programs could be expanded many times to
meet existing needs, said Mr. Khasin, but funds
are not available to do so.

Yosif Khasin, who directs Hesed Tsedekah in
Donetsk, was surprised and pleased to see a photo
of himself in the writer’s report of her visit to Donetsk
in 2002.76 Age 72, Mr. Khasin is a published writer of
prose, poetry, songs, and instrumental music. Due
to a tight schedule, the writer’s meeting with Mr.
Khasin was very brief.

In addition to nutrition services, the hesed distributes medicines and medical
implements. Patronage workers in Donetsk and the oblast help clients in their
own homes with such tasks as cleaning, bathing, cooking, and running errands.
A day center at the hesed accommodates 11 or 12 people at a time for medical
services, socializing, club activities, hair care, and other programs; in all, 120
individuals participate in the day center every month.

76

See Jewish Community Life in Eastern Ukraine, April 12-28, 2002, p. 61.
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In response to the writer who had noted that the 5,900 clients served this year
constituted a major reduction from the 6,500 served last year, Mr. Khasin agreed.
The hesed, he said, had cut back on services the previous year when JDC had
reduced its allocation to Donetsk [and other communities], but the major reason
for the reduced client load between 2002 and 2003 was a very high death rate
(очень большая смертность) among elderly Jews in the area. Also, several
clients had emigrated, joining family members who had left previously.
Many clients currently on hesed lists require additional services, said Mr.
Khasin, but JDC has imposed stricter standards and the hesed cannot fulfill
peoples’ needs. The only sector of the hesed budget that has increased is for
purchase of medicines, which are very expensive. Western charitable groups
send some medications to the hesed, he added, but the customs duties on these
are very steep. Many people employed by the hesed work “from their hearts,”
receiving salaries of only $50 monthly. He cannot afford to pay them more.
40. School #99, Ohr Menachem, is the only Jewish day school in Donetsk.
Located in a large former public school building on ample grounds, the school
enrolled 324 pupils at the beginning of the 2002-2003 school year and 300 when
it closed for the summer.
All who left
between September and June had emigrated with their families to other countries.
As a tool to attract new pupils, current pupils
distributed 1500 copies of the flyer shown at right.
The flyer encourages families “not to miss your
chance” to do the right thing for their child. The
Ohr Menachem Donetsk Jewish School is
accepting youngsters in grades 1-11. The school
offers free transportation, two kosher meals each
day, a high standard of education, computer and
English classes from first grade, and a wellrounded education including creative and artistic
activities and physical education. The flyer also
mentions the school choir and dance groups, and
notes that the school curriculum is accepted by
institutions of higher education in Israel.
Applicants must present proof of Jewish heritage.
The school also advertises in local newspapers
and recruits youngsters who attend the Chabad
summer camp.

Most grades offer three sections in each subject in order to accommodate
youngsters of various skill levels. The school has done very well in local and
national competitions in mathematics, chemistry, and computer technology.
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Almost all pupils participate in social projects, which focus on visiting elderly
Jews. Young children often are accompanied by their parents on such visits.
Older pupils also clean an old Jewish cemetery that is located near the school.
In addition to its conventional curriculum, which offers nine classes in Jewish
studies (including four in Hebrew language) each week, School #99 also offers a
more intensive machon program that enrolled 29 girls in grades 5, 6, and 9 in
2002-2003. The machon will expand over time. A yeshiva for boys is operated
in the boys’ dormitory, which is described below.
Having grown on an incremental basis, the school graduated its first class of
eleventh grade pupils in June 2003. The majority of the 24 graduates will enter
institutions of higher education in Donetsk, said school administrators, but two
will go to Israel in the Sela program and three are planning to emigrate to
Germany with their parents.

School #99 has an active creative
arts program.
Its halls are
decorated with well-designed and
colorful displays on Jewish
themes. The mural seen at left is
prominently located in the school
lobby and depicts the exodus from
Egypt.
Faces of local Jewish
leaders and school officials have
been painted on several of the
figures.

41. The boys’ residence in Donetsk is in a newly remodeled building close to
the synagogue. It currently accommodates 27 boys in grades five through 11;
five are residents of Donetsk and 22 live in smaller cities and towns throughout
Donetsk oblast. All boys in the residence are enrolled in a yeshiva program that
is centered in the dormitory building.
Two to four boys live in small, austere rooms that seem unnaturally neat. One
shower room and one toilet facility are located on each of two residential floors.
The building also contains classrooms for general and religious subjects, a dining
hall, and limited recreational space. The school has made arrangement for rental
of physical education facilities at a technical institution located next door, and
specialists come into the school for classes in art, music, and other subjects.
Boys also attend concerts and participate in various excursions.
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The residential program is coordinated by Yulia Efimovna Magunova, a vivacious
psychologist whose goal, she said, is to make the residence seem like a good,
warm home. In fact, the residence is called a warm home (теплы дом).

The photo at top shows yeshiva katana boys at
lunch in the dormitory. The women at the front of
the room are (left to right) Yulia Magunova, Rebbitzen Dina Vishedski, and the writer.
The room shown at right is in the boys’ dormitory.
It is used for ritual circumcisions of boys and men.

42. The girls’ dormitory is temporarily located in a wing of an old house that
belongs to a Jewish woman who emigrated to the United States. The facility
currently accommodates seven girls between the ages of 11 and 15. Girls live in
two upstairs bedrooms, three or four girls in each of two rooms. As in the boys’
home, the rooms are austere with few decorations. Mattresses are framed in old
iron bedsteads that appear to have been in the building since its construction.
Plans are in place to purchase a former kindergarten building in the same
neighborhood, which is close to the synagogue, for conversion into a modern
dormitory structure for girls. The sale is expected to close in September 2003.
Renovations will require six months, say community officials. The new facility
should accommodate 35 to 40 girls.
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Rabbi Vishedski hopes that George Rohr of New York and Rabbi Yechiel
Eckstein of the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews, who provided
substantial funding for renovation of the boys’ dormitory, will be forthcoming with

support for the new dormitory for girls as well.
Rabbi Vishedski also will look to Rabbi Sholom
Duchman of Colel Chabad in New York and to
local donors for financial assistance.
A wing of an old house (photo at left) houses the
girls’ dormitory. Five of the seven girls in the
dormitory gather after school in the living room
(photo above); two are working on a project at a rear table, and three are in the
foreground, chatting with one of Rabbi Vishedski’s daughters (wearing glasses and a
striped shirt), who is a school friend.

43. Alex Shapiro, head of the Donetsk JAFI office, was in Israel at the time of
the writer’s visit. In his absence, the writer spoke with his wife, Lena Shapiro,
who also is employed by the Jewish Agency in Donetsk.
Ms. Shapiro said that the rate of aliyah to Israel from Donetsk oblast has
decreased. She attributed the decline to: the situation in Israel, both the violence
and economic hardship stemming from the violence; diminution in the aliyah
pool, reflecting demographic decline; and some improvement in the Donetsk
local economy, which made local Jews less eager to leave Ukraine. She said
that she is confident about future aliyah from the region, especially from smaller
cities and towns where the Jewish Agency is able to do considerable outreach
work.
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JAFI premises in Donetsk consist of several ulpan classrooms, a computer
classroom, one large multi-purpose room, and staff offices. The center has
videoconference capabilities, which facilitates ongoing communications between
parents in Donetsk and their children who have resettled in Israel.
Among the most popular aliyah programs, said Ms. Shapiro, are Na’aleh and
Sela, i.e., high school and university in Israel. Planned absorption programs also
are well-liked, she continued, referring to municipal absorption systems. In many
of these programs, representatives of various Israeli municipalities come to
Donetsk in search of qualified employees for specific industries in their cities.
The Israeli emissaries interview candidates, refer them to particular workplaces,
and assist families in resettlement, entering the Israel workforce, etc.
JAFI in Donetsk will operate six one-week camp sessions in the summer of
2003, said Ms. Shapiro. These will include two sessions for adolescents
between the ages of 14 and 17, and one each for children 8-10, children 10-12,
university students, and young people recruited by Betar.
JAFI and the Chabad synagogue cooperate closely in several endeavors,
continued Ms. Shapiro. The two groups publish a joint monthly newspaper and
organize common community celebrations of all Jewish and Israeli holidays.
Jewish identity courses organized by JAFI are open to all Jews, not just those
who are planning to emigrate to Israel.
Zaporizhya
44. The city of Zaporizhya (known until 1921 as Aleksandrovsk) is the
administrative center of Zaporizhya oblast, which lies immediately south of
Dnipropetrovsk oblast. The cities of Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhya are about
50 miles apart. Zaporizhya was established in the late sixteenth century by
roving bands of local Cossacks known as Zaporizhya Cossacks.
Their
descendants remain in the area today, although they are less numerous and less
well known than the Don Cossacks to the east and Kuban Cossacks to the
southeast.
Extensive deposits of lignite as well as electricity generated by a hydroelectric
station on the Dnipr River supported development of an economy based on
metallurgy, chemicals, and transportation equipment. Agricultural production
(especially winter wheat, corn, and potatoes) in the oblast sustains a food
processing industry.
The current population of the city of Zaporizhya is approximately 880,000,
including 6,000 to 8,000 Jews. Jewish emigration, predominantly to Israel, is
substantial, reflecting the economic distress afflicting the city.
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45. Rabbi Nochum Ehrentroi, a Chabad hasid from Israel, came to Zaporizhya in
1996 in a dual capacity of community rabbi and JDC representative in the city.
JDC had renovated a large synagogue building, which includes a spacious
prayer hall, several smaller halls and classrooms, offices, a kitchen, and a dining
hall accommodating 100 people. In 1998, JDC abruptly terminated payment of
Rabbi Ehrentroi’s salary in response to budgetary pressures. However, Rabbi
Ehrentroi remained in the city and continued to work on behalf of the local Jewish
community, dependent upon the salary of his wife, a teacher at Gymnasia Alef,
then the only Jewish day school in the city. After several months, the Federation
of Jewish Communities (Chabad) assumed responsibility for Rabbi Ehrentroi’s
salary, as JDC doubtless assumed that it would.
46. Gymnasia Alef was established in 1992, an early project of the Israeli
Ministry of Education, which was then developing secular Jewish schools in the
post-Soviet states in the hope that such institutions would build Jewish identity
and encourage aliyah of pupils and their families to Israel. The school now is at
capacity enrollment of 350 youngsters in grades one through 11. Middle and
high school classes convene in a traditional school building, and lower school
classes meet in a nearby small former preschool building.
Outlining Jewish studies classes for the writer, Principal Dolina Shalmina said
that youngsters have three classes weekly in Hebrew and one in Yiddish, two in
Jewish history, and one each in Jewish tradition, geography of Israel, and Jewish
literature. Additionally, the school sponsors Jewish dance classes and a
children’s choir that sings many
Jewish songs.
Three Israeli
teachers employed under the
Israeli Ministry of Education
Hephzibah program are responsible for the Jewish studies
curriculum.
Dolina Shalmina is Principal of
Gymnasia Alef in Zaporizhya. Notwithstanding a reputation for antiZionism, Israeli flags, banners, and
other symbols of the Jewish state
are highly visible in the school.
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Over the years, said Ms. Shalmina, more than 220 youngsters from the school
have emigrated to Israel, some enrolling in the Na’aleh high school program
and others entering the Sela pre-university program. In response to a question,
she estimated that “five or six” graduates of the class of 2003 would enroll in
post-high school programs in Israel.
Ms. Shalmina said that Gymnasia Alef admits all youngsters who are eligible for
aliyah to Israel under the Israel Law of Return. She acknowledged that “many”
pupils are not Jewish according to halakha. Many children in the school, she
continued, are from broken homes. She estimated that as many as 85 percent of
the pupils have health problems, in some cases nervous and digestive
disorders that can be traced to home tensions and general impoverishment.
The school has no kitchen. A non-kosher lunch is prepared by a commercial
company that brings the food to the school in individual metal containers.
Additionally, a candy and soft drink table is close to Ms. Shalmina’s office; its
products are available to those who can afford to buy them.
47. Rabbi Nochum Ehrentroi and Mrs. Dina Ehrentroi opened a Chabad school
in Zaporizhya in 2000.77 The school began the 2002-2003 school year with 160
youngsters in grades one through eight, and plans to add ninth through eleventh
grades as the current eighth graders progress through the school. By the end of
the recently completed 2002-2003 school year, only 145 of the 160 pupils
enrolled in September remained in Zaporizhya. The others had emigrated with
their families, most to Israel. Mrs. Ehrentroi stated that an enrollment of more
than 160 youngsters is expected in September 2003. Ninety percent of the
pupils are Jewish according to halakha, said Mrs. Ehrentroi, and most of the nonJewish parents are interested in pursuing conversion.
Strongly Zionist in orientation, the Chabad school is known in the city as the
“Israeli school,” notwithstanding the reality that only Gymnasia Alef receives
Israeli government funding. The school building is large and attractively
furnished. A new kitchen and dining room, which has the capacity to prepare
meals for the school population as well as 500 additional people, opened during
the 2002-2003 school year. Already operating two JDC-subsidized dining halls
for elderly Jews (in the synagogue and in the school), the Ehrentroi’s would like
to expand the existing nutrition program for Jewish seniors to include more
77

Upon the opening of the Chabad school, individuals associated with Gymnasia Alef mounted a
campaign to force closure of the Chabad institution and to provoke a demand for revocation of
the Ukrainian visas of Rabbi and Mrs. Ehrentroi. Rabbi Yaakov Dov Bleich, Chief Rabbi of
Ukraine, flew into the city with 14 other rabbis in a chartered aircraft in a show of support for the
Ehrentrois and the new school. Rabbi Kaminezki in neighboring Dnipropetrovsk applied
additional pressure on behalf of the Ehrentois. The attacks ended.

Betsy Gidwitz

Page 72

Copyright © 2007

school-based meals as well as home-delivered meals. However, JDC will not
provide any funding for expansion of food service to additional Jewish elderly, so
the Ehrentroi’s are seeking other sponsors.
Beginning in September 2003, the school will accept boarding students in a
new dormitory wing of the school. The dormitory has a capacity of 36
youngsters, with most children and teens assigned to rooms of four. Each
resident has his or her own bed, desk and chair, and built-in personal drawer and
cabinet space. Each room also has a closet and an attached full bathroom. The
dormitory also has a common room. The facility is very attractively furnished.
At the time of the writer’s visit in late May, 2003, the Ehrentroi’s said that 12
youngsters already had registered for the dormitory program that would begin in
September. They do not expect, and do not want, a full dormitory in September
because they would like to start small and learn from their experience before
operating at full capacity. They have advertised the school on local television in
the past, they said, and now are advertising the dormitory as well. In addition,
they have signed a contract with local authorities to accept Jewish children in
distress in to the dormitory.
The Ehrentroi’s expressed hope that transfer of the Hephzibah Jewish school
program from the Ministry of Education in Israel to the Jewish Agency will enable
them to engage at least one Israel-trained Jewish studies teacher subsidized
by the Israeli government. Ideally, they would like to engage a working couple
under this program.78
In addition to strengthening the Jewish studies staff, the Ehrentroi’s would like to
construct an additional building on school grounds. The new building would
include a large sports hall and other recreational facilities. The current building
has a small gymnasium that is inadequate for older pupils. However, the
physical fitness program can be enhanced within the current building if the
school had the funds to purchase fitness equipment. A specialist has developed
plans for a fitness room; the necessary equipment would cost about $10,000,
said Rabbi Ehrentroi.
Chabad also operates a preschool in another location.
children are enrolled in this program.

Approximately 45

48. World Jewish Relief, a British organization with a mandate similar to that of
the Joint Distribution Committee, is active in this area of Ukraine. Working with
JDC, WJR has obtained funding from a private donor in England for the
78

Mrs. Ehrentroi, who is a certified teacher, teaches many of the Jewish-studies classes for
older children, and the school employs several graduates of the Beit Chana seminary in
Dnipropetrovsk to teach younger pupils. Additionally, Chabad young women from an Israeli
teachers’ seminary come to the city for their student teaching assignments.
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construction of a Jewish community building that will accommodate both the
current hesed (see below) and an existing Jewish community center. The new
facility is to be developed in an existing structure that is centrally located and
easily accessible. However, only after scheduling an opening date for winter
2003 and beginning renovations on the structure did JDC realize that the
structure’s foundation is too weak to accommodate the planned facility. After
great embarrassment, construction plans were changed and renovations are
proceeding. In response to a question about the planned occupancy date for the
new building, an employee of the hesed responded to the writer, “Один Б-г
знает” (“Only G-d knows”).
49. The new Jewish community building should provide substantial relief for
clients of the hesed and the community center, both of which are located
currently in inadequate premises. Hesed Mikhail is located in a basement suite
of rooms accessible only by means of a steep staircase. JDC installed sturdy
handrails and new lighting in the staircase, but the suite is dark and cramped.
The hesed currently serves 3,000 clients in Zaporizhya and 23 points in the
periphery. It operates six dining halls with a total capacity of 300 clients. The
synagogue kitchen prepares home-delivered meals for 130 homebound clients;
1,100 individuals receive produce monthly, and 93 receive food parcels twice
monthly. Two hundred fifty individuals in the city receive patronage services
(cleaning, cooking, errand-running, etc.), as do 50 elderly Jews in the periphery.
Winter relief services (coal, gas balloons, warm clothing) are extended to 70
elderly Jews in small villages. The hesed also sponsors eight warm homes, of
which three are located in the periphery; most warm homes have 15 participants
and operate twice monthly. An SOS service performs repairs on client
apartments and appliances, does laundry, and manages other tasks. A day
center in the hesed consists of one small room in which clients gather for meals,
socializing, Jewish activities, crafts, and hair care. Each of six day center groups
consists of about 20 people who meet two to three times each month. The
hesed also distributes medical implements (such as walkers and wheelchairs)
and a limited amount of free medicine. A volunteer lawyer helps hesed clients
with legal matters.
Hesed Mikhail sponsors several clubs for seniors, including one that offers
special services to 70 to 80 survivors of Nazi ghettoes and concentration camps.
It also published a monthly newspaper, Голос хэседа (Voice of the Hesed).
Although the majority of its programs are geared to elderly Jews, the hesed also
offers activities to young adult invalids and to children with cerebral palsy,
epilepsy, and mental retardation. None of the children is enrolled in school, said
a senior hesed staff member, because the schools have rejected (отказывали)
them. The hesed is unable to provide these individuals with a formal education,
but does offer psychological assistance and socializing opportunities.
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Older adults and most young adult invalids manage to climb up and down the
steep stairs. Hesed staff carry handicapped children to and from their activities.
50. The Jewish Agency for Israel maintains a small representation in
Zaporizhya. As is the case in all small Jewish population centers, the director of
JAFI operations in Zaporizhya is a local individual who has received training in
various JAFI seminars. The writer met with Alexander Mitnick, the director, in
newly renovated JAFI premises that were opened in November 2002. These
premises include one large and one small ulpan classroom, a large club room
used by three different youth groups (see below) at different times, a small
computer classroom with seven workstations, and several staff offices. The
premises are modern and pleasant.
Mr. Mitnick said that 340 individuals made aliyah from Zaporizhya in 2002, a
sharp decline from the more than 600 who emigrated to Israel in 2001. He
expected a further decline in 2003. Several reasons account for the decline, he
said. First, the aliyah pool has diminished; so many people have emigrated to
Israel in the past, stated Mr. Mitnick, that the pool of eligible candidates has been
reduced. Second, it is difficult now to find work in Israel; local Jews have heard
from their relatives already in Israel that Israel is experiencing economic
problems and that many people are unemployed. Third, said Mr. Mitnick, the
intifada is discouraging some individuals from fulfilling aliyah plans. Mr. Mitnick
believes that many local Jews are just waiting for conditions in Israel to improve
before they go. For now, he continued, they are undecided.
The Zaporizhya JAFI center offers a variety of Hebrew classes, each meeting
twice weekly in the late afternoon or early evening and on Sunday. Ten to 12
people are in each class. Four local individuals, all of whom have been trained in
JAFI seminars, teach Hebrew; one of these teachers also teaches at the Chabad
day school. Additionally, a fifth local person teaches the classes on Jewish
tradition that now are part of every ulpan course; this teacher is on the staff of
Gymnasia Alef. Additionally, two groups of adults are studying to upgrade their
computer skills.
About 20 pre-teen children participate in a children’s club that meets on
Sundays. These youngsters come to the center with their parents, who study
Hebrew in the ulpan at the same time. A club for teenagers attracts 25
youngsters for Shabbat services on Friday evenings and for educational and
recreational activities on Sundays. A student group attracts 20 young people
on a regular basis and 90 to 100 for holiday celebrations.
JAFI is planning to operate an eight-day day camp during the 2003 summer for
20 children between the ages of eight and 11. The day camp will include
computer classes and boat trips on the Dnipr River. About 60 older youngsters
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and 20 students were expected to attend JAFI overnight camps in the Crimea
that are organized by the large JAFI office in Dnipropetrovsk. Some family
groups also would attend these camps, said Mr. Mitnick.
JAFI in Zaporizhya enjoys excellent relationships with Rabbi Nochum Ehrentroi,
said Mr. Mitnick. Many cooperative activities are held with the synagogue,
including joint celebrations of all holidays.
Krivyy Rih (Krivoi Rog, Krivyy Rig)
51. Although the Ukrainian government strongly encourages the Ukrainianization
of all Ukrainian place names, the Russian name of Krivoi Rog continues to be
more commonly used than is Krivyy Rih, the Ukrainian equivalent. However,
some seem to have settled on Krivyy Rig as a compromise. The city was
founded in the 17th century as a Cossack village, but expanded rapidly in the late
19th century following discovery and exploitation of high-grade iron ore deposits
in the area. Krivyy Rig stretches some 60 kilometers (38 miles) in length,
connecting numerous mining sites, many of them now inactive. Production of
iron and steel, chemicals, and engineering equipment dominate its economic
base. Krivyy Rig is located approximately 136 kilometers (85 miles) southwest of
Dnipropetrovsk. Its general population is about 715,000.
52. The Jewish population of the city is estimated by local Jews to be between
12,000 and 15,000, a range that almost certainly is too high. Many others think
that a figure of 7,000 to 8,000 Jews is more likely. The extreme linear nature of
Krivyy Rig has impeded development of a sense of community among local
Jews.
Rabbi Liron Edri and his wife Ziva, Israelis associated with Chabad, arrived in the
city in late summer of 2001. They are now providing responsible leadership in a
Jewish population center long dependent on an
abrasive local individual unable to work
collaboratively with others.
Rabbi Liron Edri says that his first priority is
expanding and improving the Jewish school in the
city. Second, he would like to construct a real
synagogue. His third priority is the development of
a sports and health center.
(Photo: by the writer in 2002)
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53. Consistent with his priorities, Rabbi Edri opened a Jewish day school
shortly after his arrival in Krivyy Rig. Notwithstanding the fact that the school
opened in the middle of the school year (February 2002), 35 youngsters enrolled
in grades one through seven and 16 enrolled in a preschool program.
The
2003-2003 roster was 88 pupils in grades one through 10, and 23 in the
preschool. Both the preschool and regular school are accommodated in a former
city preschool building that lacks facilities for science classes, computer
instruction, sports, and other activities critical to contemporary education.
Considering this structure only a temporary home for the school, Rabbi Edri has
recently obtained new property that will be developed into a community campus
that includes the school, a synagogue, and other premises.
54. In speaking with a large number of Jews in the city, Rabbi Edri determined
that the Jewish population is concentrated in three specific areas of this
territorially extended municipality. Perhaps 40 percent of Krivyy Rig Jews, most
of them professionals, live in one particular district, and another 20 to 25 percent
of local Jews, most of them working class, live in another region contiguous to
the larger concentration. Therefore, Rabbi Edri said, he has purchased property
in the area with the largest Jewish population and also is close to the secondlargest Jewish concentration.
The property is a large wooded area in which stands a former preschool that
closed five years ago. The school facility includes three rectangular buildings
parallel to each other. The three structures are connected at one end. Rabbi
Edri will renovate two of the buildings into premises for a modern gymnasia that
includes laboratories for physics, chemistry, biology, and computer science. He
understands that local Jews want a high-quality general education for their
children, and he is engaging experienced consultants to help plan a first-rate
school. The third building, he said, will become a dormitory accommodating 20
to 25 boys from the city and region. The third building also will contain space for
recreational activities. With the assistance of foreign supporters, Rabbi Edri is
now raising funds for the renovation project; he expects that the reconstruction
will be completed by the beginning of the 2004-2005 school year.
The property is sufficiently large to accommodate a fourth building, which will be
developed as a synagogue center. This structure will include a large prayer
hall, a community center, a library, and various community offices.
His third priority, a sports and health center, will not be accomplished in the
near future, acknowledged Rabbi Edri. However, he would like to build a
structure with a swimming pool that would be used for sports and therapeutic
purposes.
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55. Approximately 10,000 Jews were killed in the Holocaust in the Krivyy Rig
area, many of them shot at the edge of old iron mines so that their bodies
tumbled into the pits.
A small museum in the local hesed (Hesed Chana)
chronicles the history of Jewish life in the region, including the Holocaust.
Additionally, said Rabbi Edri, pupils in the day school go on expeditions to
different Holocaust sites.
On Victory Day (May 9), the community invited all Jewish World War II veterans
and Holocaust survivors to a commemoration at the day school. Some
participants were so overwhelmed at the attention that they received that they
cried.
56. Rabbi Edri has established a Jewish community philanthropic fund. In
all, he said, about 100 local Jews contribute funds to the community. Of these,
between 30 and 40 are “serious” donors. He is very surprised and pleased by
the extent of this local support. Rabbi Edri said that the Jewish Agency, Joint
Distribution Committee, and Global Jewish Assistance and Relief Network also
have provided significant assistance to the Jews of Krivyy Rig.

Commentary
57. The evolution of the Jewish Agency for Israel in the last several years from a
“travel agency to a truly Jewish agency.”79 is one of the most significant
developments in contemporary post-Soviet Jewish life. The transformation
began several years ago when JAFI introduced Jewish identity modules into its
standard Hebrew-language ulpan courses. Recognizing that seven decades of
Soviet suppression of Jewish identification had produced a nominally Jewish
population that was highly assimilated and disinclined to bond closely with the
Jewish people or with the state of Israel, JAFI developed programs designed to
bring post-Soviet Jews closer to their Jewish heritage. Wisely, it engaged local
rabbis in this endeavor, gaining their respect and cooperation.
Such collaborative efforts, which extend beyond the rabbinate into other sectors
of post-Soviet Jewish life, have gained new respect for the Jewish Agency. Alex
Katz, the head of the JAFI delegation in Ukraine and Moldova, has been a pivotal
figure in the advancement of this policy.

79

The writer is borrowing this phrase from one of the rabbis with whom she spoke during the trip
covered in this report.
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The addition of the post-Soviet formal Jewish education portfolio to the Jewish
Agency mandate further strengthens the JAFI position in the post-Soviet states.
Critical to its continuing success, both in the strengthening of Jewish identity
among post-Soviet Jews and in ensuring collaboration with the rabbinic
establishment, is the placement of qualified Israeli teachers in many of the more
than 50 Jewish day schools now operating in the post-Soviet states that do not
have such teachers. Failure to meet this test will dissipate much of the good will
JAFI has gained in recent years and seriously strain its credibility.
58. Although many individual Nativ (Lishkat Haksher) emissaries in the postSoviet states remain respected in the communities in which they are posted and
their organization continues to provide valuable services to local Jewish
populations, the larger organization is but a shadow of its former self and is
shrinking further. Established in 1952 as an adjunct to the office of the Prime
Minister of the State of Israel, Nativ is a Cold War institution that has been unable
to find a place for itself in the 21st century. It is expiring slowly and inelegantly.
Recalling its past achievements, it deserves a dignified termination and a
thoughtful transfer of its remaining responsibilities to the Israeli Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the Jewish Agency for Israel.
59. The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee remains a large and
critically important organization in post-Soviet Jewish life. Notwithstanding its
great resources and authority, it is strangely defensive in its conduct. It has
made major ill-informed decisions, e.g., reducing its own budgetary allocations
for the welfare of impoverished elderly Jews and planning a Jewish community
center for an inappropriate site in Kyiv (Babi Yar); nonetheless, it persists in
these decisions even in the face of substantial constructive opposition. That it
declines to discuss its local operations with “journalists and other people who
write reports,” as this writer was told, is further indication of the patronizing and
condescending attitude for which the organization is heavily criticized by local
post-Soviet Jews. The work of JDC is too important to be tarnished in this
manner.
60. The impact of a declining Jewish population can be seen in static or
declining enrollments in Jewish day schools, particularly in those schools with
strict requirements regarding the halachic status of pupils. This situation will be
exacerbated by the continuing emigration of younger Jews who will bear their
own children in other countries. It is likely that most post-Soviet rabbis who
initiate boarding schools (internats) do so to provide supportive environments for
children in distress; however, boarding school programs also increase the
available critical mass of pupils necessary for the operation of high-quality
schools.
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61. In Ukraine, which boasts a disproportionately large number of the more
gifted Chabad rabbis in the post-Soviet states, competition between rabbis is
emerging in the area of kashrut certification. Competition for the limited number
of foreign donors eager to support Chabad operations in the post-Soviet states
appears to be constrained, as most rabbis seem to respect existing donor-rabbi
relationships; however, the growth of boarding school programs is likely to
generate more rivalries as rabbis compete for the small number of Jewish
children still residing in smaller cities and towns unable to support local Jewish
day schools.
62. However beneficial Jewish day and boarding schools, homes for Jewish
elderly, Jewish community centers, and other Jewish community institutions are
to Jews in the post Soviet states, construction and operating costs of these
programs are costly and are escalating. Several rabbis appear to be seriously
overextended in the number of projects that they have initiated as are the
international Jewish organizations (JAFI, JDC, Nativ, ORT, GJARN) that are
active in the post-Soviet states.
63. The number of local rabbis in Ukraine who are nurturing the development of
local Jewish leadership is encouraging, but responsible Jewish lay leadership
has yet to emerge on a national level. No Jewish organization represents the
national Jewish population of Ukraine.
64. The decline in aliyah to Israel is attributable to many conditions, including
shrinking of the Ukrainian Jewish aliyah pool, economic hardship in Israel, some
improvement in economic conditions in Ukraine, the intifada in Israel, and the
appeal of the German welfare state. Although these factors may appear to be
beyond the control of concerned individuals and institutions, much can be done
in several areas that might encourage further aliyah. Increased funding of
Jewish education, including both formal and informal formats, and greater
support for comprehensive absorption programs in Israel should be encouraged.

Betsy Gidwitz
August 8, 2003
Unless otherwise attributed, all translations and photographs in this report are by the
writer.
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